United Lutheran Church’s Newsletter

UNITED M@NTHLY

Volume 16, Issue 8

August 2026

We are United to
EXPERIENCE Jesus,
SERVE others and
LIVE the Word!

We live out this mis-
sion statement with
our core values of

Joyful Worship,
Authentic Community,
Faithful Witness and

Ridiculous Generosity.

United Lutheran Church
is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
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God’s work.
Our hands.

Beloved, Let Us Love One Another

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As summer slowly winds to an end and our busy, chaotic, summer schedules become more
routine busyness (for those of us with children, anyway), my heart has been drawn again and
again to the words of 1 John 4:7: “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God.” This
is not a casual invitation. It is the heartbeat of Christian life. Love is the evidence that God'’s
Spirit is alive within us. It is the sign that we truly know Him. When Scripture says “love one
another,” it is describing the very atmosphere in which the church is meant to breathe and
grow.

John begins with that tender word... Beloved... reminding us that before we are anything else,
we are deeply loved by God. And because we are loved, we are called to become people who
love. We live in a world where love is often confused with sentiment, convenience or agree-
ment. But the love John speaks of is far deeper. It is patient when circumstances are frustrat-
ing. It is gentle when emotions run high. It is forgiving when wounds feel fresh. It is generous
when resources feel thin. It is courageous enough to reach across differences, misunder-
standings and discomfort.

This kind of love does not come naturally... it comes from God. And when we practice it, even
imperfectly (since we all are humans), something holy happens. We become a living testimo-
ny that Christ is present among us. Not because we are flawless, but because God'’s love is
shaping us into a people where grace is real and compassion is practiced.

It's the kind of behavior | dream about and hope for as | see kids, teachers and coaches return
to school. So, | encourage you this month to look intentionally for opportunities to show Christ
like love. It may be as simple as offering a kind word to someone who seems discouraged,
listening without rushing to respond, praying for someone quietly or extending forgiveness
where it has been withheld. These small acts are not small in the kingdom of God. They are

seeds of love that continue to bear fruit all year long.

May we become a place... each of us... where
love is not just spoken about but experienced.
A place where burdens are shared, joys are
celebrated and every person feels seen and
valued. May we be known, above all else,

as a people who love one another because

Strong
Capable
Loved

God has first loved us. Resilient
Important

In Christ, Brave
Enough
Amazing
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(No Communion) 2-2:45PM Mobile
Food Pantry

| Pastor Jodi is away August 2-7. Pastor Beth Peterson is available for pastoral emergencies, 701-520-1380 |
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Faith & Care #3

Leader - Lisa Schuler

Miles & Teresa Anderson
Reily & Stephanie Bata
Rob & Laura Belle

Tyler Bodnar

John & Karen Boe
DeLynn Carlson

Daren & Sarah Christianson
Jayla Christie

Wayne & Nancy Coyle
Jim & Marcie Crockett
Tim & Myrna Devine
Ryan & Heather Domres
Dan & Peggy Fischer
Blake Gellner

Darren & Lisa Gellner
Kraig Gellner

Greg & Sara Goodman
Joe & Susan Gratton
Ryan & Ashley Gustafson
Ashton Hedger

Zach & Andrea Jacobson
Corey & Julie Johnson
Devon & Katie Johnson
Jay & Delane Johnson
Landin & Brynn Johnson

Linden & Helen Johnson
Max Johnson

Rory & Kim Johnson
Travis Johnson

Charles & Marie Jordan
Darrel & Karen Kempert
Bub & Janice Knudson
LeeAnn Knudson
Courtney Krom

Kayla Krom

Jolena Lowery

Chris & Tina Mikkelsen
Val Olson

Betty Petterson

Tara Roberts

Trevor & Jennifer Romfo
Mark & Shauna Schneider
Joan Schrader

Bob & Diane Simmons
Kassandra Spanier
Jeannie Steinwand

Carla Symons

Willie Thom

Daryl & Linda Timian
Ryan & Shannon Wagner
Paige Welsh

Shannon & Sheri Winnegge

ULC Leadership 2026

President Steve Hart
Vice President Zach Jacobson
Secretary Linda Timian

Committee Council Representatives
Education Kim Hart

Endowment Kyle Rollness
Hospitality Andrea Jacobson
Property Sara Goodman
Stewardship Sheri Winnegge

Non-voting Representative
Pastor Jodi Myrvik
Financial Secretary Julie Johnson

Financial Update 6-30-26

June Offering

Offering Income

Total Income thru June
Total Expenses thru June

$16,401.58
Year-to-Date Budget YTD
$96,719.58 $98,500.00
Current Year Last Year
$97,864.88 $102,451.39
$100,842.19 $102,127.66

As of July 28, our Endowment Fund balance was $137,592.10. If you
would like to make a contribution to the Endowment Fund, please make
checks payable to “InFaith Foundation” (which manages our endow-
ment fund).

Consistent Giving

Your offerings help meet our yearly ongoing budgeted expenses.
Whether you are present in worship or watching from home, we
appreciate your consistent giving. Convenient ways to provide your
offerings are through the mail, dropping it by the church, setting up
recurring bill pay through your bank or using the online Tithe.ly app
(search for Langdon United Lutheran). Your support is much appreciated!

Council Notes 072026 Mtg

VBS will be held July 27 - 30. Paul & Debbie Pe-
terson purchased snacks with using a Thrivent
Action Grant. A volunteer from the congregation
will be assisting in shifts for morning and after-
noon activities.

Endowment’s current balance is $139,908.98.

Andrea with the Hospitality Committee has as-
signed the new members to Faith and Care
groups.

The Stewardship Committee’s next quarterly pro-
ject will be collecting school supplies and hygiene
products for the month of August for the schools.

Sara from property shared that the parsonage
flooring project has been completed including the
replacement of the three basement windows. To-
tal cost of flooring, trim, windows and labor was
$14,563.92. Thirty-one used padded chairs for the
fellowship hall were purchased from the United
Methodist Church. A member of the Methodist
Church reached out to our church to inquire if we
had a need for them; $10 was given towards each
chair.

Updates to the Constitution and Bylaws are in
progress. “All Creation Sings” song books were
purchased utilizing money from the general me-
morial fund. Outdoor worship is scheduled for July
26th with an indoor picnic to follow.

Options for new sturdy chairs in the Narthex are
being considered and researched.

Council minutes and treasurer’s report are posted
monthly on the bulletin board in the hall across from the
church kitchen.
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Outdoor Worship Services

On July 5, worship service was held at Mt. Carmel Dam. Many gathered on
that beautiful morning in the great outdoors. (above).

The children’s message was based on Galatians 5., “Christ has set us
free” and that means we don’t have to carry heavy worries or fears. When
we fly a kite, it's like sending a little piece of our heart into the sky. The
wind lifts it higher and higher, showing us how wonderful it feels to be free.
Just like a kite trusts the wind to hold it up, we can trust Jesus to help us
rise. When the breeze catches the kite, it dances and soars. And when
God’s love catches us, we can grow, dream and explore with joy. Freedom
in Jesus is like the open sky... wide, bright and full of possibilities. And eve-
ry time you watch a kite climb higher, remember: you were made to soar
too. The kids decorated kites during the worship service to take home with
them. (Pictured top right and right, Kalleigh showing her completed kite)

(Pictured below and below, right). Our annual outdoor worship on the front
lawn and indoor picnic was held on Sunday, July 26. It was another beauti-
ful morning; but hot. We were so thankful for the great food and being able
to eat in fellowship in the cool air conditioned fellowship hall!

.
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Prayers of...

Healing

Carolyn Vik, Burnell Skjervheim, Sheila Sanders and our
brothers and sisters in Haiti.

Grief

The family of Charlie & Dale Klein in the death of their
brother Bob on February 9. Bob’s burial was held at St.
Johns Cemetery on July 16.

Joy

Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary to Arvid & Sandra Boe
on July 10.

Congratulations to Ben & Christina Crockett on the bap-

tism of their daughter, Charlotte Mikah on Sunday, July 19.

Her baptismal sponsors are Sydney Crockett and Frank
Saylor. Welcome Child of God! (pictured below)

We invite

you to pray
for those
individuals
listed. Please
call the church
office if you
have additions
to our prayer
list.

New Song Books

You may have noticed over the past months we have been
singing more and more hymns from a new hymnal... All Crea-
tion Sings( ACS). United now has the hymnal for you to use in
the pew instead of relying solely on the words on the screen.
The book is located on the table at the back of the sanctuary.

We hope this will be beneficial for anyone who likes to see the
actual notes and melody you are singing. Unlike older hym-
nals that focus mostly on praise, doctrine and heritage, All
Creation Sings leans into themes modern congregations often
seek... care for creation, social justice, lament, healing and
community which makes it spiritual-
ly relevant to today's world. It also
includes songs from Africa, Asia,
Latin America and Indigenous com-
munities creating a richer, more
diverse worship palette by helping
people experience the global All Creation Sings
church in a tangible way. Please
take one to your seat on the Sun-
days you see ACS songs in the
bulletin and enjoy.

Bake-less Bake Sale

The United Women’s Bake-less Bake Sale will continue
through August. If you have contributed, thank you so much
for your generosity. Funds from the bake sale are used to sup-
port mission work. If you have questions, please contact your
circle chairman or the church office. If it's easier, donations
may be dropped off in the church office.

July Memorials

Grant Nelson - Carla Symons (music)

Memorials may be mailed or dropped by the church office at
United Lutheran at any time.

Mobile Food Pantry

The Mobile Food Pantry truck will be in Langdon on Thursday,
August 6 from 2-2:45PM in the church parking lot.

All are welcome
to receive food at
no cost during this
drive through food
distribution. No
pre-registration or
financial docu-
mentation is re-
quired.
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Back to School Supplies & Hygiene Drive

The Stewardship Committee is looking to help students in our Langdon Elementary and High schools with collecting school
and hygiene products for students as they start the new school year. Collection will take place through August 31. Items on the
list can be new or unused. This list includes:

Headphones with cord, water bottles, zip binders, deodorant, small pads/pantyliners, small brushes, pony tail holders
Dude wipes, shampoo, shower caddy, towels, cool or trendy school supplies, basic pairs of pants/joggers for all sizes
underwear (sizes 5-10) boys and girls, body wash (things a student could use to shower at school)

If you have any to share or wish to purchase, please place them in the orange tub in the narthex and the Stewardship Commit-
tee will deliver to the schools.

Mental Health....Returning to School

Beginning a new school year often brings a mix of emotions and it's completely normal for that experience to feel both exciting
and stressful at the same time. On one hand, a fresh start can spark motivation, curiosity and a sense of possibility. New clas-
ses, new people and new routines can create momentum and help you feel like you’re moving forward. That sense of purpose
can be genuinely supportive for mental health. At the same time, the transition can introduce pressure. Adjusting to new expec-
tations, managing a busier schedule and navigating unfamiliar environments can create stress or anxiety. Even positive
change requires energy, and it's common to feel overwhelmed while you’re settling in. Maintaining good mental health during
this period often means giving yourself permission to ease into the year, set realistic expectations and use support systems
early rather than waiting until things feel heavy.

Parents, guardians, educators and students: Be patient with yourselves and with each other as the year begins. Everyone ad-
justs at their own pace and it’s okay if the transition feels bumpy at first. Reach out for help when you need it... whether that’s
talking to a teacher, a counselor, administration or someone else you trust. Checking in on one another, offering encourage-
ment and staying connected can make a meaningful difference. Looking out for each other helps create a school year where
everyone feels supported and understood. Blessings to all as you begin a new school year!

Student Faith Formation

Vacation Bible School

While printing and delivery of the newsletter is happening now, so is Vacation Bible School. Tune in for next month’s newsletter
with pictures and activities!

Wednesday/Sunday school

Though we don’t want summer to end, fall is right around the corner. The combination of Wednesday/Sunday school will be
offered again this year. Pre-K Sunday school will also be offered twice a month. Please let Pam Krivarchka at 701-799-3154 or
Katie Johnson at 701-305-0331 know if you are interested in Wednesday or Sunday for your student by September 1.
Wednesday classes will be at 5:15-6PM, Sunday mornings will be 9-9:45AM.

Also, if your student is new to the area or if your student is entering kindergarten, please contact Pam, Katie or the church of-
fice to get registered. Classes will start in September. The teachers will again consist of parents and community volunteers. If
anyone is interested in teaching or substitute teaching, please contact Pam or Katie by September 1. (Older students that help
can use these hours towards volunteer middle/high school hours.)

Please watch the ULC facebook page, upcoming bulletins and the September newsletter for updates. We look forward to see-
ing all the kids again and hope you enjoy the rest of summer! The Education Committee

Confirmation

Confirmation classes are just around the corner. A parent-student informational meeting is planned for Wednesday, September
16 at 6PM for the 7-9 Grade students and parents; and 6:30PM for the 10th Grade students. Confirmation classes for 7-9
Graders will meet most Wednesdays, starting September 23 at 6PM during the school year after that. Stay tuned for more in-
formation!
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At-a-Glance and General Announcements

Thank You to:

Debbie & Paul Peterson for the use of
their Thrivent Action card for purchas-
ing snacks for VBS.

Kyle & Kaila Rollness family for paying
the fee for use of the shelter for our
Mt. Carmel Dam worship on July 5
and to those that attended. We hope
you enjoyed the great outdoors and
engaged with God in His amazing cre-
ation!

Sean Rhinhart for leading us in wor-
ship on July 12 while Pastor Jodi was
away.

Finley & Sydney Crockett for their spe-
cial music on July 19 during the offer-
ing! Thank you also to Sydney for fill-
ing in with the Praise Band for the out-
door worship on July 26.

The Council committees for their help
in organizing the outdoor picnic on
July 26. A special thank you to Steve
Hart for the use of his speakers and to
our Praise Band! Also, to Danny Hart
and Nathan Metzger for grilling the
meat for the picnic and along with oth-
ers that provided salads and bars.

Emergency Contact

Pastor Jodi will be away August 2-7.
Pastor Beth Peterson from United Lu-
theran in Cavalier will be available for
any pastoral emergencies by calling
701-520-1380.

Livestreaming

We are still looking for a few individu-
als that would be willing to be a back
up person for running the iPads that
support our live streaming on Sunday
mornings. We thank Dale Klein for
graciously volunteering his time in
recording the services but having a
few extra backup individuals would be
great! Prayerfully consider how you
may be the perfect person for this po-
sition; open to anyone of all ages.
Please let Pastor Jodi or Julie know if
this is something you could assist
with.

Visitation

If you know of individuals that might be
homebound or should be added to our
visitation list, please share with the
church office or write on the “tear-off”
section of the bulletin and place in the
offering plate. Also, if you'd like to be
part of this committee, please reach out
to Pastor Jodi.

Grief Support Group

The Grief Support group will meet Tues-
day, August 11 at 1:30PM in the library.
All are welcome and for more infor-
mation please contact Pastor Jodi at 701
-265-2409.

Celebrating Milestones

100 years of ministry for Red Willow Min-
istries, 10AM on Saturday, August 8,
worship with Bishop Tessa Moon-
Leiseth. Events all day, more information
at redwillowministries.com/100-year-
celebration.

90 years of ministry with community wor-
ship at PRBC on Sunday, August 9,
6PM. Come for food, music and worship!

Hospital Annual Picnic

Langdon Prairie Health Foundation an-
nual picnic & family fun night, open to all,
free will offering. Thursday, August 13,
serving 5PM until gone, St. Alphonsus
cafeteria/parish center. Live music, kids’
adventure & face painting, bikes for give
away.

Off the Charts Music Festival

FREE Contemporary Christian music
festival, August 15-16, featuring Tenth
Avenue North, Terrian, Gio, Citizen Way
and Claire Leslie. Cavalier City Park -
Games, food, fun and music! Check out
their website for more information at
www.offthechartsnd.com

Helpful Information

Al-Anon - Thursdays,12PM, ULC,
providing support for relatives and
friends of alcoholics. Call 701-270-2254
with questions.

Alcoholics Anonymous - Langdon -
Wednesdays, 7PM, south wing of

Langdon Prairie Health, Cavalier -
Tuesdays, 8PM, Pembina County Me-
morial Hospital, Lakota - Thursdays,
7PM, Lakota Lutheran Church

Mental health distress - Dial 988 for
support for anyone experiencing mental
health distress — whether that is
thoughts of suicide, mental health, sub-
stance use crisis, emotional distress
and even just worried about a loved
one who may need crisis support.

Community Garden Boxes

Once again, the Cavalier County
Health District is in collaboration with
LAHS and NDSU Extension for the
Community Garden Box Project. Vege-
tables and fruits will be available for
late summer and fall harvest at no cost
for community members so take ad-
vantage of the produce on maturity.

YMCA Summer Youth Program

YMCA free healthy meals for ages up
to 18, no charge. One week of meals is
available Thursdays of June 8-August
14, 12:30-1PM. Pickup location is St.
Alphonsus, 209 10th Avenue. Learn
more by going to ymcanorthernsky.org/
foodprograms.

Pastor Jodi’s Contact Information

pimyrvik@polarcomm.com
Cell phone number 701-265-2409
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Worship and Ministry - August Schedule

Augqust 2 - Worship

Reader - Nancy Coyle

Ushers - Bub & Janice Knudson
Projectionist - Sam Johnson
Coffee - Linden & Helen Johnson

Auqust 9 - Worship

Reader - Sierra Ferdon

Ushers - Willie Thom & DeLynn Carlson
Projectionist - Dentyn Schill

Coffee - Daryl & Linda Timian

Augqust 16 - Worship

Reader - LeeAnn Knudson

Ushers - Charles & Marie Jordan

Communion Assts - Karen Boe, LeeAnn Knudson
& Brynn Johnson

August 16 - Worship (continued)
Projectionist - Jack Borchardt
Coffee - Daryl & Linda Timian

Auqust 23 - Contemporary Worship
Reader - Andrea Jacobson

Ushers - Zach & Andrea Jacobson family
Projectionist - Sam Johnson

Coffee - Shannon & Sheri Winnege

Auqust 30 - Worship

Reader - Finley Crockett

Ushers - Willie Thom & Darrel Kempert
Projectionist - Sophie Myrvik

Coffee - Devon & Katie Johnson

Thank you to Elaine Haugen for being our
communion prep individual for the month of August!




