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We are United to
EXPERIENCE Jesus,
SERVE others and
LIVE the Word!

We live out this mis-
sion statement with
our core values of

Joyful Worship,
Authentic Community,
Faithful Witness and

Ridiculous Generosity.

United Lutheran Church
is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
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Our hands.

Spiritual Freedom

As we enter the month of July, our thoughts naturally turn toward the idea of freedom. Our
communities celebrate it with fireworks, gatherings and moments of gratitude for the blessings
we enjoy in this country. Yet Scripture gently reminds us that there is a deeper, more enduring
freedom... one that no government, nation or earthly circumstance can provide. It is the free-
dom that comes only through Jesus Christ.

Christ’s freedom reaches into the places of our lives that outward liberty can never touch. It
frees us from the weight of guilt that lingers in the heart. It loosens the grip of shame that tries
to define us. It breaks the chains of fear, worry and the quiet burdens we carry alone. This
freedom is not abstract or symbolic; it is personal, transformative and available to every be-
liever who trusts in the power of the cross.

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” John 8:36

In Christ, we are free from the pressure to earn God’s approval. We are free from the lie that
our past mistakes determine our future. We are free from the hopelessness that whispers that
things will never change. The Son sets us free by giving us a new identity... beloved, re-
deemed, restored... and by inviting us to walk daily in His grace.

As we enjoy the warmth of summer and the celebrations of this season, may we also pause to
reflect on the spiritual freedom that shapes our lives far more deeply than any holiday. Let this
July be a time when we lean into the freedom Christ offers: freedom to forgive, freedom to
grow, freedom to love boldly and freedom to live with joy.

May our church family be known as a people who walk in this freedom... not just speaking
about it, but embodying it in our relationships, our service and our worship. And may the world
see in us a glimpse of the One who frees us completely.

Growing together in His freedom,

Pacton Jods
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4

10:30AM Ministerial | 12PM Al-Anon

meeting 1:30PM Maple

Manor Worship

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10AM Worship at 1:30PM Grief 2PM Wheatland Bible | 12PM Al-Anon 12-5PM Church
Mt. Carmel Dam Support Group Study Fellowship Hall
(no worship in the reserved
sanctuary)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10PM Worship 5PM Esther Circle 12PM Al-Anon

Pastor Jodi is away on vacation July 11-18. Pastor Beth Peterson is available for pastoral emergencies, 701-520-1380

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

10AM Worship 6PM Church 12PM Al-Anon
Council meeting

26 27 28 29 30 31
10AM Contemporary 12PM Al-Anon

Outdoor Worship &

Indoor Picnic

Vacation Bible School, July 27-July 30
I I I
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Ted & Linda Dahl Sandra Ritterman Financial Secretary Julie Johnson
c Shirley Robinson
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eve & Kim Ha Arlaine Short amp for K-6 is July 1, roughly -7TPM.
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L & Krista Logi Brian Vikan their mission statement and from those 26, our
Mancz C s ?L ogie Jeff & Betty V'kaﬂ congregation won a drawing with new books for
att & Crystal Lowery Ron & Cathy White the library. Bishop Tessa was re-elected on the

Steven & Kristin McDonald

Financial Update 5-37-26

May Offering $20,471.00
Year-to-Date Budget YTD
Offering Income $80,318.00 $82,083.33
Current Year Last Year
Total Income thru May $81,309.67 $90,628.87
Total Expenses thru May $84,380.99 $83,421.50

Endowment Update

As of June 30, our Endowment Fund balance was $138,090.09 If you
would like to make a contribution to the Endowment Fund, please make
checks payable to “InFaith Foundation” (which manages our endow-
ment fund).

fifth ballot. Worship at Mt Carmel Dam is July 5.

Property reported that there have been no leaks
or rain coming in the building with the recent rains.
Chris finished the parking lot and looks amazing.
A timeline has yet to be determined for laying the
flooring at the parsonage. Once a timeline is set,
removal of the old flooring and baseboards will
need to be done. There has been no word on the
DHS grant process so there likely will be nothing
coming. Downspouts have been looked at and
talked about in the past, but no solutions have
been brought back. This will be revisited and fur-
ther contacts made to find suggestions. The chairs
in the narthex, outside Pastor’s office continue to
break and have been fixed at least twice. Sara
and Julie will look at Schroeder Furniture for a
couple sturdy chairs and bring a price quote to the
next meeting.

Council voted to purchase 30 “All Creation Sings”
song books, using funds from the General Memo-
rial Fund account. The Outdoor worship and picnic
is July 26. Worship outside with the picnic inside.
The picnic duty list was handed out to the Council
reps to share with their committees.

Council minutes and treasurer’s report are posted
monthly on the bulletin board in the hall across
from the church kitchen.
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Mental Health....Not All Days are Bright & Sunny

Summer doesn’t always arrive with the ease and brightness we expect. Some days feel full of warmth and possibility; others
feel heavy, rushed or overwhelming. Both kinds of days are part of being human and both are held in God’s care.

As the season shifts, give yourself permission to shift with it. You don’t need to match anyone else’s pace or fill every mo-
ment with activity. Rest is not only allowed... it'’s biblical. Even Jesus stepped away to quiet places to pray and renew His
spirit. You're invited to do the same.

Take care of the simple things that support your well being: drink water, nourish your body, spend a few minutes in the sun-
light (with sunscreen on, of course) and pause long enough to notice God’s presence in the small gifts of the season. A cool
morning breeze, a shared meal, a moment of laughter are all reminders of grace, not tasks to complete.

Stay connected to the people who help you feel grounded. Reach out when you need support and offer kindness to yourself
on the days when you feel stretched thin. You are not meant to carry everything alone. “Cast all your anxiety on Him be-
cause He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

Most of all, remember that summer isn’t a performance. It's a season... one God walks through with you, step by step, exact-
ly as you are.

Synod Assembly

On June 5-7, Pastor Jodi, Terry Jacobson, Carol Hart and PJ Rime gathered with other members of the 170 ELCA churches
in Eastern North Dakota for the Synod Assembly in Fargo. The theme for the assembly was "Waters of Promise, Waters of
Life."

We were inspired to think more deeply about the promises made to us by God in and through baptism and the vows that are
taken by parents and sponsors during Holy Baptism and then affirmed on Confirmation Day, Affirmation of Baptism, by each
of us. We were encouraged to reflect on how to live into our baptismal vows on a daily basis as people of God.

1 Peter 2:9-10 says, "But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now
you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy."

During Bible Study, we explored Baptism as a gift that helps us remember and proclaim who God is to us, what God has
done for us and who we are to God and what it all means. Emphasis was placed on the aspect of community and family...
the people of God... connected and working together to carry on God's mission of love, forgiveness and mercy here and now
in the world in which we live.

There were four resolutions brought before the assembly to be voted upon. All passed without discussion. The first was to
implement changes to the model constitution for Synods to reflect the changes that were voted on and approved by the
2025 Churchwide Assembly. The second was to define the size of the Synod Consultation Committee. The third was to ap-
prove the 2027 Compensation and Policy guidelines for Rostered Ministers and Lay Paid Staff as proposed by the Synod
Council. The fourth resolution was to approve the request of Skjeberg Lutheran Church, Rural Drayton, to transfer to the
Northwestern Minnesota Synod.

On the fifth ballot for the election of Synod Bishop, Rev. Tessa Moon Leiseth was re-elected to a second 6-year term by a
very close vote: Reverend Tessa Moon Leiseth 137, Reverend Joe Johnson (Pastor at
Hillsboro Lutheran) 117. During the election process, the candidates talked about the
current shortage of ordained ministers in rural areas, the need for more synodically
authorized ministers (lay ministers with special education), the changing church as a
whole and the need to be connected to resources that can strengthen and shape us

to be a viable church for the future. Please lift up Bishop Tessa and our synod staff

in prayer throughout these next six years.

May the Waters of Baptism... Waters of Promise, Waters of Life... become the
source of new life for all God's people. May they continue to form us, sustain us
and challenge us to live boldly and creatively as the People of God.
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Prayers of...

Healing

Carolyn Vik, Burnell Skjervheim, Sheila Sanders and our
brothers and sisters in Haiti.

Grief

The family of Nathan & Courtney Metzger on the death of
Courtney’s mother, Sandra Drevecky.

The family of Reily & Stephanie Bata on the death of
Reily’s grandfather, Charles Bata.

Joy

The baptism of Walker James Welsh, son of Paige & Grant
Welsh on Sunday, May 31. Walker’s baptismal sponsors
are Madison & Christian Thompson. Walker is the little
brother to Peyton. (pictured below)

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary to John & Kathie John-
son on June 11.

WORSHIP SERVICE
JULY 5 AT 10 AM

Mt Carmel Dam Picnic Shelter

Freedom, Faith, and Fellowship

Bring a lawn chair
Coffee and cookies served after worship
All Are Welcome!

Sponsored by United Lutheran Church, Langdon

Bake-less Bake Sale

The United Women’s Bake-less Bake Sale is going on. Letters
have been mailed and if you have contributed, thank you so
much for your generosity. Funds from the bake sale are used
to support mission work. If you have questions, please contact
your circle chairman or the church office. If it's easier, dona-
tions may be dropped off in the church office.

June Memorials

Lorraine Medalen - Lawrence & Susan Fay Crockett
(building)

Grant Nelson - Linda & Dennis Balsdon (music)

Sandra Drevecky - Carol Hart (garden)

Memorials may be mailed or dropped by the church office at
United Lutheran at any time.

Outdoor Worship & Picnic

Our annual outdoor worship on the front lawn and indoor pic-
nic will be held Sunday, July 26. Feel free to bring a lawn chair
(folding chairs will also be available). Bring a friend, too!

Council committees have responsibilities for the picnic which
are listed on the bulletin board located by the east sanctuary
doors. If you serve on one of these committees please coordi-
nate together to ensure your duties are taken care of. Thank
you!

Summer Offering

With attendance down during summer, we appreciate your
contributions. Whether you are away on vacation or watching
online, your weekly offerings continue to keep a steady flow of
funds to pay the church’s yearly budgeted expenses. We
thank you for that!
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Visitation Live Streaming Grief Support

If you know of individuals that | We are still looking for a few individuals that The Grief Support group will meet Tues-
might be homebound or would be willing to be a back up person for day, July 7 at 1:30PM in the library. Al
should be added to our visita- | running the iPads that support our live are welcome

tion list, please share with the | streaming on Sunday mornings. We thank and for more

church office or write on the Dale Klein for graciously volunteering his time | information

“tear-off” section of the bulle- in recording the services and also Sean please contact

tin and place in the offering Rhinhart but having a few extra backup indi- Pastor Jodi at

plate. Also, if you'd like to be viduals would be great! Prayerfully consider 701-265-2409.
part of this committee, please | how you may be the perfect person for this

reach out to Pastor Jodi. position; open to anyone of all ages. Please
let Pastor Jodi or Julie know if this is some-
thing you could assist with.

Vacation Bible School

A diverse and exciting program of arts & crafts, Bible studies, daily worship, camp songs, picnics, games, and other activi-
ties will be offered to area youth during the week of July 27-30. METIGOSHE MINISTRIES’ Day Camp program is a way to
bring a portion of Camp Metigoshe, with its excitement and fervor for the Gospel, to this area. Counselors from Camp Meti-
goshe will arrive July 27 with a week of “Adventure Anchored in Christ” for young people entering grades 1 through 6. The
Day Camp will meet at United Lutheran Church in Langdon 9:00 am to 3:00 pm Monday through Wednesday and 9:00 am to
11:30 am on Thursday. There will be a closing program on Thursday. The
day camp is brought to the Langdon community free of charge to all families
who wish to participate through fund raising efforts sponsored by United
Lutheran. All are welcome. Registration is required by July 17 to ensure
proper staffing. All you need to bring to Day Camp is a sack lunch each day
and energy for a fun filled week. We are a peanut free facility. Careful
supervision, vibrant worship, exciting adventures, and meaningful ministry
are provided. Please contact the office at United Lutheran Church at
701-265-2594 for more information. Registration and health forms can be
picked up at the church or can be found on the United Lutheran Church,
Langdon Facebook page.

METIGOSHE MINISTRIES is a Lutheran (ELCA) summer youth Bible camp
and year-round retreat center located north of Bottineau, ND. Each summer,
METIGOSHE MINISTRIES provides day camping experiences to congrega-
tions throughout North Dakota. Last year, over 550 children participated in
more than 20 Day Camps. Camp Metigoshe is accredited by the American
Camp Association.

Camp Scholarships | PRBC Day Camp

If your child is interested in attending a Lu- Park River Bible Camp is hosting a day camp, July 1, 2026 for K-6
theran Bible Camp, United Lutheran Church Grade, 10AM-7PM. To register: prb.camp/reg or call 701-284-6795.
along with the three women'’s church circles “Season the World, Light the Way”, You are the salt of the earth, You are
will pay 1/2 of the cost for your child to at- the light of the world...Let it shine! Matthew 5:13-15.

tend. It's still not too late to sign up for camp!
This is a one day event at Park River Bible Camp. It is great way to give

Please let Julie in the church office or Pastor your kids a Bible Camp experience. Let us know in the church office if
Jodi know if your child will be attending a transportation is an issue and we will work on finding rides and carpool-
camp and we can take care of helping with ing.

this expense.
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At-a-Glance and General Announcements

Thank You to:

Sean Rhinhart for leading us in wor-
ship on June 7 while Pastor Jodi was
away at Synod Assembly.

Hayes Haslekaas for donating his la-
bor and spray in spraying the church
yard for dandelions.

All the volunteers that filled the month
of June with delivering meals for the
Senior Center!

Emergency Contact

Pastor Jodi will be away on vacation
July 11-18th. Pastor Beth Peterson
from United Lutheran in Cavalier will
be available for any pastoral emergen-
cies by calling 701-520-1380.

Vacation Bible School

Mark your calendars! Vacation Bible
School will be held at United Lutheran,
July 27-30. A short program will be
held the evening of July 30. Registra-
tion is required and a form will be
available soon on our facebook page
and the website.

Metigoshe Ministries will be leading

our students again. There will be a
short program the night of July 30.

Mt. Carmel Dam Worship

Please take note, there will not be
worship service in the church sanctu-
ary this Sunday, July 5. Instead, join
us for a fun outdoor worship experi-
ence at Mt. Carmel Dam at 10AM.
When entering the gate at Mt. Carmel
Dam, travel south all the way to the
end of the road and then turn east.
You will find a covered shelter and
BYOLC! (Bring your own lawn chair).

Coffee, lemonade and cookies will
be offered following worship so
please stay and enjoy fellowship.

Christ In Our Homes

The new “Christ in Our Homes” peri-
odicals are available in the narthex, by
the office door or on the revolving
rack.

Assistance

While attending worship, there are large
print bulletins available and in-ear hear-
ing devices from our ushers. We have a
wheelchair available for anyone needing
transfer assistance, located in the nar-
thex.

Pledge Our Honor

It is with great sadness that we lost a
member of our congregation, Grant Nel-
son. His funeral and burial was Friday,
June 12. Grant was a singer and song
writer and there are free CD’s available
with his music for you to enjoy. Please
let Pastor Jodi or Julie know if you are
interested in a copy of “Sing of North
Dakota, Pledge Our Honor”.

Outdoor Worship/Church Picnic

Mark your calendars! The outdoor wor-
ship and church picnic will be held on
July 26. More information will be availa-
ble in the July newsletter. The worship
service will be held outdoors but the pic-
nic will be held indoors.

Music Festival

31st Annual Rendezvous Region Music
Festival, July 17-18, lots of music and
entertainment for all ages. Most events
held downtown in Langdon.

Picnic & Threshing Event

9th Annual Picnic at the Museum &
Threshing Event at the Dresden Muse-
um on Sunday, July 19. Free will offer-
ing, food starting at 11:30AM. Threshing
shows at 11AM and 1PM. Activities
throughout the day, beginning at 11AM.
Sponsored by the Cavalier County His-
torical Society and proceeds will go to-
wards museum updates and mainte-
nance.

Mental Health Distress

Dial 988 for support for anyone experi-
encing mental health distress — whether
that is thoughts of suicide, mental health,
substance use crisis, emotional distress
and even just worried about a loved one
who may need crisis support.

Frost Fire Summer Theatre

The hit musical based on the remarka-
ble true story “Come From Away” at the
Walla Theater in Walhalla, ND. 2PM &
7PM shows on July 8,11,12,15,18,19,
22, 25, 26 & 29. For more information
go to www.frostfirepark.org/come-from-
away.

The Frost Fire Musical is getting closer
and they seriously need volunteers at
the Walla Theatre. Please consider
helping out. Hosting this production
requires 54 volunteers each week!

If you enjoy these shows, love the arts
and want to keep them close, please
consider volunteering. Volunteering is
easy. Please sign up at https://
volunteersignup.org/CTYWK .

Red Willow Ministries

Red Willow Ministries summer camp
schedule, “Wear Love”, Colossians
3:12, offering camps on June 14-19,
June 21-28, July 5-10, July 12, July 19-
24 and August 9-14. Go to redwil-
lowministries.com/camps for more in-
formation or to register.

YMCA Summer Youth Program

Back by popular demand, YMCA pro-
vides free healthy meals to all children
up to the age of 18 at no charge. One
week of meals is available throughout
the summer (breakfasts and lunches).

Pickup location is St. Alphonsus, 209
10th Avenue, Thursdays of June 8-
August 14, 12:30-1PM. No eligibility
requirements. Learn more by going to
ymcanorthernsky.org/foodprograms

Pastor Jodi’s Contact Information

pimyrvik@polarcomm.com
Cell phone number 701-265-2409



https://volunteersignup.org/CTYWK?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRG9oQmJXck1pYkxsUVZTNHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7tvsTI3gpekD0G11KBqwqYzMywY_cLSZPZmHhNO54uOtC9uC_W52XBXTPPhw_aem_ItLAhVhdtkHGMf_AsAvUkw
https://volunteersignup.org/CTYWK?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRG9oQmJXck1pYkxsUVZTNHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7tvsTI3gpekD0G11KBqwqYzMywY_cLSZPZmHhNO54uOtC9uC_W52XBXTPPhw_aem_ItLAhVhdtkHGMf_AsAvUkw

Visit United online at www.unitedlangdon.org or call us at 701-256-2594.

. Non-Profit Organization
n l e US Postage
PAID

Lutheran Church Langdon, ND 58249
United to Experience Jesus, Serve Others, and Live the Word Perm_it #46

1216 9th Avenue, Langdon, ND 58249

www. UnitedLangdon.org Return Service Requested

Worship and Ministry - July Schedule

July 5 - Worship at Mt. Carmel Dam July 19 - Worship

Faith & Care roles filled by volunteers Reader - Hans Reinhardt

Ushers - David & Jan Haslekaas family

Communion Assts - Patricia Scott & Sandy Ritterman
Projectionist - Zenna Ritterman

Coffee - Mike & Connie Schrader

Coffee, lemonade and cookies will be offered follow-
ing worship so please stay and enjoy fellowship.

July 12 - Worship

Reader - Linda Balsdon July 26 - Contemporary Outdoor
Ushers - Kendall & Carla Gemmill family Worship & Indoor Picnic
Projectionist - Tyson Gemmill Reader - Kim Hart

Coffee - Cathy White Ushers - Jan & Greta Haslekaas

Thank you to Carolyn Vik & PJ Rime for being our
communion prep individuals for the month of July!




