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We are United to
EXPERIENCE Jesus,
SERVE others and
LIVE the Word!

We live out this mis-
sion statement with
our core values of

Joyful Worship,
Authentic Community,
Faithful Witness and

Ridiculous Generosity.

United Lutheran Church
is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
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God’s work.
Our hands.

Christ Is Risen

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It seems every day, we find ourselves living in a world that feels uncertain. Headlines shift by
the hour, familiar patterns of life continue to change and many of us carry quiet worries that
rarely make it into conversation. Yet into this very world... this unsteady, unpredictable, beauti-
ful and broken world... God speaks a word that does not waver... Christ is risen.

A couple of weeks ago, the confirmation students and | reelected on the "season" of Easter
and how we are Easter people. We stand in the middle of uncertainty with a hope that does
not depend on circumstances. We trust that God’s love is stronger than fear, stronger than
despair, stronger even than death. As Paul reminds us in Romans 8:38-39, nothing “in all cre-
ation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” That promise
is the heartbeat, living Easter, on a daily basis. It is believing that the resurrection is not only
something that happened once, long ago, but something God continues to bring forth in us
and around us.

Living as Easter people means:
e We choose hope even when the future feels unclear.

e \We practice compassion and care in a world torn by divisiveness.

We look for signs of new life in small acts of kindness, in reconciled relationships and in cour-
age that surprises even us.

In our discussion, we reminded ourselves that the first disciples didn’t step into Easter morn-
ing with confidence. They stepped into it with confusion, grief and fear. And yet the risen
Christ met them right where they were. And that same Christ meets us now in our doubts, in
our questions and in our longing for steadiness.

My prayer for all of us is that we lean into this season with open hearts. May we be people
who carry resurrection hope into our homes, our schools, our workplaces, our conversations
and our community. May we remind one another that God is still at work, still creating, still
redeeming and still bringing life out of places we thought were finished. May the promise of
Easter be our anchor and our courage as we face the days ahead.

Christ is risen! He is Risen indeed!

®Pastor Jodi
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
9AM Sunday school 1:30PM Grief 5:15PM Wednesday | 12PM Al-Anon
(Pre-K also) Support school 1:30PM Maple
10AM Worship Manor Worship
ULC Senior 2-2:45PM Mobile
Recognition & Quilt Food Pantry
Blessing
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9AM Sunday school | 4:30PM P.E.O. 5PM Esther Circle | 2PM Wheatland 12PM Al-Anon
(Last day) Bible Study
10AM Worship
Happy Mother’s
Day!
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
10AM Worship 6PM Church 2PM Rachel Circle | 12PM Al-Anon
Church school Council meeting 7PM Baccalaureate
students sing during service at NDSU
worship Research Center
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
10AM Contemporary 12PM Al-Anon
Worship
31
10AM Worship




Volume 16, Issue 5

United Monthly

Page 3

Faith & Care #1

Leader - Brian & Darby Hart

Shelly Agnes

Luke & Amber Albrecht
Brandon & Sarah Badding
Carol Badding

Todd & Abby Borchardt
Sandra Brooks

Brody & Adrienne Canhill
Todd & Shanda Christianson
Mark & Tammy Close
Jamie & Amanda Coyle
Lawrence & Susan Fay Crockett
Denis Domres

Lynn Domres

Greg & Jolene Everson
Taylor Everson

Gladys Flink

Rory & Carey Freer
Elaine Haugen

David & Ardyce Hennager
Joel Jacobson

Terry & Janet Jacobson
Dale Klein

Ryan & Nicole Koons
Josh & Pam Krivarchka
Lyle & Deidre Long

Dale & Pam Luhmann
Jeff & Sara Lykken

Lois Lykken

Nathan & Courtney Metzger
Patty Metzger

Jared & Michelle Moline
Kylee Moline

Will & Skyler Moline

Jeff & Brittanie Mostad
Ken & Carol Myhre
Frances Noland

Ellen Nuelle

Jan Nuelle

Jim & Shannon Nuelle
Duane Olson

Edwin Olson

Jeff Overby

Josh & Sarah Overby
Glenn Pederson

Edward & Bernice Pengilly
Mackenzie Rindy

Kyle & Kaila Rollness
Corey & Bailey Schrader
Cindy Steinke

Laura Thielbar

ULC Leadership 2026

President Steve Hart
Vice President Zach Jacobson
Secretary Linda Timian

Committee Council Representatives
Education Kim Hart

Endowment Kyle Rollness
Hospitality Andrea Jacobson
Property Sara Goodman
Stewardship Sheri Winnegge

Non-voting Representative
Pastor
Financial Secretary

Jodi Myrvik
Julie Johnson

Financial Update 3-37-26

March Offering

Offering Income

Total Income thru March
Total Expenses thru March

$17,597.00
Year-to-Date Budget YTD
$43,898.00 $49,250.00
Current Year Last Year
$44,563.77 $50,879.94
$53,007.86 $50,539.35

As of April 28, our Endowment Fund balance was $134,687.23. If you
would like to make a contribution to the Endowment Fund, please make
checks payable to “InFaith Foundation” (which manages our endowment

fund).

Consistent Giving

Your offerings help meet our yearly ongoing budgeted expenses, so
whether you are present in worship or watching from home, we
appreciate your consistent giving. Convenient ways to provide your
offerings are through the mail, dropping it by the church, setting up
recurring bill pay through your bank or using the online
Tithe.ly app (search for Langdon United Lutheran).

Your support is much appreciated!

Council Notes 042026 Mtg

Pastor Jodi lead devotions and shared six new
family units joined the church on New Member
Sunday, April 12. Sean Rhinhart, Janet Jacob-
son and Pastor Jodi attended an education
event on discipleship in Moorhead on April 16.
She continues to do Maple Manor worship and
Wheatland Bible Study monthly, along with Grief
Support.

Julie reported that collections for the Langdon
Area Ministerial during Lent was $937.

VBS will be held on July 27-30 with Metigoshe
Ministries leading again. Students will sing dur-
ing worship on May 17.

Kyle was pleased to share the endowment fund
is back up.

Mikkelsen Construction still plans to slope and
add a light layer of rock to the parking lot to firm
it up. DeLynn Carlson has donated a harrow for
dragging the parking lot when it gets extremely
wet and muddy.

The Bishop election process has five candidates
now. Write-ins and new nominations will be ac-
cepted at the Assembly. The candidate profiles
can be seen on the EaND Synod website. Pas-
tor Jodi will share this information on facebook.
We are still in need of a few individuals to attend
Assembly with Pastor Jodi.

The church picnic and outdoor worship has been
scheduled for Sunday, July 26 here at the
church. Kyle will look in to reserving the shelter
at Mt. Carmel Dam for another outdoor worship
at the dam, date to be confirmed yet.

Council minutes and treasurer’s report are posted
monthly on the bulletin board in the hall across
from the church kitchen.
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May, Mental Health Awareness Month

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. This year, the focus is on a simple, shared goal... helping people have "more good
days, together." It recognizes that “good” looks different for everyone. "Good" doesn’t always mean being happy or produc-
tive; sometimes a good day is simply one that feels manageable, calm or comfortable. We are all encouraged to participate

using the following steps to start building "more good days, together."

Define what “good” means to you. Take a moment to ask yourself, “what does a "good day" look like for me?” It's okay if
your answer changes over time. If having good days (or even thinking about good days) feels hard, know that help is availa-
ble and that you are not alone. Let someone know if you need help. We are all in this together.

Care for your whole self. Mental health and physical health cannot be separated. They are equally important and deeply
connected. Sleep, stress, relationships, nutrition, environment and other health conditions all impact... and are impacted by...
our mental health. Many factors that affect health are beyond our control. Even when we can’t change everything, noticing
what we can influence is important for our well-being. Whether it’s finding ways to do activities you enjoy, connecting with
others or remembering to drink water, small wins matter. Listen to what your body is telling you. Sometimes physical symp-
toms are the mind’s way of asking for help.

Work together for more "good days." Having more good days isn’'t a solo mission. You don’t have to carry the weight of “not-
so-good” days alone. Even small moments of connection... whether in person or virtual... can reduce stress and anxiety, and
remind us we're not the only ones feeling what we're feeling. Check in with friends, colleagues and loved ones to see how
they're feeling. Simple, honest conversations are a great way to support the people you care about.

Find your path. Mental health isn’t one-size-fits-all. What works for one person might not work for you and that’s okay. Take
time this May to explore what sparks joy, brings you peace or helps you feel good. Often, we put our own well-being on the
back burner in favor of taking care of others. Or, don't give ourselves time to reflect on what we really need to feel well. Re-
member that relaxation, hobbies and creative pursuits are crucial for our mental health and well-being! The path may look
different for everyone, but we all deserve "more good days, together."

No matter how you are feeling in this moment, remember... "more good days are possible," help is available and you are not
alone. More information regarding Mental Health is located on page 7.

First Communion was celebrated on Maundy Thursday,
April 2 and the twelve First Communion recipients lead the
worship service.

It is memorable and appropriate to celebrate First Commun-
ion on the night in which Jesus gave his disciples their
first communion.

Camp Scholarships

If your child is interested in attending a Lutheran Bible

‘ : Camp, United Lutheran will pay 1/2 of the cost for your child
Pictured left to right - Pastor Jodi, Gentri Lowery, Aspyn Kem- | to attend. Please let Julie in the church office or Pastor Jodi
pert, Rowan Christianson, Kenzington Rollness, Reese Wag- know if your child will be attending a camp and we can take
ner, Hunter Jacobson, Keaton Koons, Baylor Krivarchka, Tay- | care of helping with this expense.
ten Witzel, Knox Farris, Sam Borchardt and Tensli Witzel.
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Church School

Pictured right - On April 22, the Wednesday school students on
celebrated Earth Day with creation games.

Church school is coming to an end with only a few dates left. Les-
sons for April/May:

April 29 and May 3 - The Greater Love (Pre-K also)
May 6 and 10 - Wisdom's Value (last day of church school for
the year)

Church school students will sing during worship on May 17.

Cake/Bake Auction for VBS

Thank you to those that brought an item(s) to be auctioned
and those that stayed to support the Cake/Bake Auction on
Sunday, April 12 and to Zach Jacobson for volunteering to be
the auctioneer! Over $2,700 was raised to help with Vacation
Bible School expenses and to help with scholarship fees for
our members wishing to attend a Lutheran bible camp. These
funds also allow United Lutheran to offer Vacation Bible
School free of charge for our students and those outside our
congregation.

On average, the cost of Vacation Bible School runs a little
over $3,000 to hold at United Lutheran. (This does not include
the snacks purchased and provided to the children).

Vacation Bible School will be held at United Lutheran with
Metigoshe Ministries leading on July 27-30. These dates are
a little later than past years, but with these dates, we are hop-
ing to catch students that may not be involved in other activi-
ties and before the start of the school calendar year.

ULC Class of 2026

We will be honoring our United Lutheran High School Gradu-
ates at our 10AM worship service on May 3.

The Langdon Area Ministerial will be hosting a Baccalaure-
ate Service for all the area graduating seniors, Wednesday,
May 20, 7PM. This service is open to the public—come cele-
brate with our LAHS graduates! The First Baptist Church is
hosting the Baccalaureate service at the NDSU Research
Center.

United Lutheran has our own
scholarship fund for students
attending a Lutheran college or
considering future ministry.

Please let a church council member
know if you would like consideration
for assistance.
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Prayers of...

Healing

Carolyn Vik, Duane Olson, Chet Ottem, Wayne Reed, Pas-
tor Sue Mackey and our brothers and sisters in Haiti.

Grief

The family of Edwin Olson on the death of Edwin’s
sister-in-law, Cathy Olson.

The family of Charles & Marie Jordan on the death of their
sister-in-law, Lorraine Medalen on March 28.

The family of Darin & Becca Romfo on the death of their
brother-in-law, Randy Mercer.

Joy

Congratulations to Kendra Busse & Iverson Peltier on their
marriage, Saturday, April 18.

Congratulations to Lance and Krista Logie on the baptism
of their daughter, Layne Marie. Her baptismal sponsors are
Erik & Alyssa Aanderud. Welcome Child of God! (Pictured
below)

April Memorials

John Knudson - Lawrence & Susan Fay Crockett (building)

Wade Romfo - David & Ardyce Hennager (general), Charles &
Marie Jordan (building)

Lorraine Medalen - Charles & Marie Jordan, Shane & Tara
Jordan & family, Matt & Kelli Beneda & family (building)

Memorials may be mailed or dropped by the church office at Unit-
ed Lutheran at any time.

Quilt Blessing

During worship on May 3, we will bless the m
quilts made by our quilters as the quilts go ¥
abroad with Lutheran World Relief to be
given to needy people throughout the
world. Thanks to our quilters’ work, talent
and dedication! They also provide baptis-
mal, graduation and comfort quilts to our
members.

EaND Synod Assembly

The Annual Synod Assembly of our Eastern North Dakota
Synod, ELCA, will be held in Fargo, June 5-7. United is look-
ing for up to three individuals that would like to experience
and volunteer to be our congregational representatives at the
assembly! (Hotel and conference expenses are all covered
by United Lutheran.)

A new bishop will be voted in at the Synod Assembly and
experiencing this process is quite remarkable. Please reach
out to Pastor Jodi or Julie if you're interested in attending.

Song Requests

Do you have a favorite song/hymn we haven’t sung in
church for awhile or would like to sing more often? Let us
know by filling out the bottom portion of your bulletin and
placing in the offering plate. You can also write in the com-
ment section of our online worship service. We would love
to have you help us with worship planning.

New Member Sunday

On April 12, we formally welcomed new members as part of
our congregational family. Please welcome:

Amber Benoit with daughters,
Blake and Brooke
Lane Lindseth & Sierra Ferndon
and their daughter Penny

Kellie Muhs
Emma Hetler

Kinzley Haslekaas
Josie Muhs

We are excited that they have chosen our congregation to
become their new church home!
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At-a-Glance and General Announcements

Thank You to:

The church School students who sang
during Palm Sunday worship, March
29.

Steve Hart and Becky Tollefson for
their vocal solos during the Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday worship
services. Also our readers for those
services: Gage Goodman, Greta Has-
lekaas, Sean Rhinhart, Danny Hart,
Catelyn Goodman and Halle Sanders.

United Lutheran families for your loose
offerings given during the Wednesday
evening worship services. $937 was
raised for the Langdon Area Ministeri-
al Association!

Mikkelsen Brothers Construction for
their complimentary snow removal in
our church parking lot this winter.
Chris, Randy and crew, you are ap-
preciated!

Welton Cochrane for purchasing the
beautiful baptismal water pitcher that
is displayed on the altar.

Brooke Gemmill for her special music
on April 19.

Our Youth for leading worship on April
26 and offering coffee and cocoa prior
to worship.

Our quilters for their hard work and
generous hearts in all the quilts they
made this past year.

Easter Flowers Placed on the Altar

In Memory of Ole and Marjorie Olson
by the Olson family

In Memory of Sharon Olson
by Scott and Laurie Stiller

Congrats!

Congrats Lisa Schuler with receiving
the 40-40 Challenge award for partici-
pating in 40 days of reflecting on
Psalm 40, 40 questions to opening
awareness of self and 40 miles of en-
gaging her body in activity during Lent!

Livestreamin

We are still looking for a few individuals
that would be willing to be a back up
person for running the iPads that support
our live streaming on Sunday mornings.
We thank Dale Klein for graciously vol-
unteering his time in recording the ser-
vices but having a few extra backup indi-
viduals would be great! Prayerfully con-
sider how you may be the perfect person
for this position; open to anyone of all
ages. Please let Pastor Jodi or Julie
know if this is something you could as-
sist with.

Vacation Bible School

Mark your calendars! Vacation Bible
School will be held at United Lutheran,
July 27-30. These dates are a little later
than past years, but with these new
dates, we are hoping to catch students
that may not be involved in other activi-
ties and before the start of the school
calendar year. Metigoshe Ministries will
be leading our students again. There will
be a short program the night of July 30.

Grief Support Group

The Grief Support group will meet Tues-
day, May 5 at 1:30PM in the library.
(Note the new day and time). All are wel-
come and for more information please
contact Pastor Jodi at 701-265-2409.

Outdoor Worship

Mark your calendars! The outdoor wor-
ship and church picnic will be held on
July 26. Church council will be responsi-
ble for the duties that go along with the
picnic. More information will be available
in the June and July newsletters. The
worship service will be held outdoors but
the picnic will be held indoors.

Lost Items

With the recent gatherings at the church,
are you missing items? It may be in the
church kitchen. Missing baby items, toys,
sunglasses, readers, water bottles, cof-
fee tumblers, etc., they may be laying on
the lost & found shelf in the narthex.

Cancer Rummage Sale

Tuesday, April 28 through Saturday,
May 2, 10AM-6PM daily. Langdon
American Legion Downtown building.
Volunteers are welcome.

Helpful Information

Al-Anon - Thursdays,12PM, ULC,
providing support for relatives and
friends of alcoholics. Call 701-270-2254
with questions.

Alcoholics Anonymous - Langdon -
Wednesdays, 7PM, south wing of
Langdon Prairie Health, Cavalier -
Tuesdays, 8PM, Pembina County Me-
morial Hospital, Lakota - Thursdays,
7PM, Lakota Lutheran Church

Mental health distress - Dial 988 for
support for anyone experiencing mental
health distress — whether that is
thoughts of suicide, mental health, sub-
stance use crisis, emotional distress
and even just worried about a loved
one who may need crisis support.

Mobile Food Pantry

The Great Plains Mobile Food Bank will
be in Langdon on May 7 in the church
parking lot from 2-2:45PM.

Pastor Jodi’s Contact Information

pimyrvik@polarcomm.com
Cell phone number 701-265-2409
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Worship and Ministry - May Schedule

May 3 - Worship
Faith & Care roles filled by our Graduating Seniors

Acolytes - Madden Lykken & Kollyns Schill
Projectionist - Dentyn Schill
Coffee - Kathy Kram & Milt Clover

May 10 - Worship
Reader - Kyle Rollness

Ushers - Josh & Pam Krivarchka family
Communion Asst - Sophi Vikan
Acolytes - Sawyer & Calvin Moline
Projectionist - Korbyn Rollness

Coffee - Dale & Pam Luhmann

May 17 - Worship
Reader - Shanda Christianson

Ushers - Todd & Shanda Christianson family
Communion Assts - Todd & Abby Borchardt

& Sandra Brooks
Acolytes - Ben Borchardt & Rayelynn Christianson

May 17 - Worship (continued)
Projectionist - Christian Tollefson
Coffee - Sandra Brooks & Laura Thielbar

May 24 - Contemporary Worship
Reader - Darby Hart

Ushers - Edwin Olson & Terry Jacobson
Communion Asst - Ramsey Peterson
Projectionist - Zenna Ritterman

Coffee - Rory & Carey Freer

May 31 - Worship
Reader - Dale Klein

Ushers - Edwin Olson & Willie Thom
Communion Asst - Sophi Vikan
Projectionist - Finley Crockett
Coffee - Greg & Jolene Everson

Thank you to Karen Boe for being our
communion prep individual for the month of May!




