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We are United to
EXPERIENCE Jesus,
SERVE others and
LIVE the Word!

We live out this mis-
sion statement with
our core values of

Joyful Worship,
Authentic Community,
Faithful Witness and

Ridiculous Generosity.

United Lutheran Church
is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
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God’s work.
Our hands.

On Trial

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| invite you to journey with me through Lent this year beginning February 18, Ash Wednesday,
when we will be asked to pause, reflect, and face the truth about ourselves. The ashes on our
foreheads are not just symbols of mortality... they are reminders that we stand before a holy
God, and if we were “on trial” for the way we’ve lived, the evidence would be undeniable. Im-
agine stepping into a courtroom where every thought, word and deed is laid bare. There’s no
hiding, no clever defense. The Judge is perfectly just and the charges are not exaggerat-
ed...they are the truth of our sin. Romans 3:23 says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God.” In that moment, we realize...our pride has spoken louder than humility. Our selfish-
ness has outweighed our compassion. Our silence in the face of injustice has been as loud as
any harmful word.

If the trial ended there, the verdict would be guilty. But the Gospel tells us something astonish-
ing...the Judge Himself steps down from the bench, takes our place and bears the sentence.
Jesus becomes our defense, not by arguing our innocence, but by paying our penalty. Ash
Wednesday is not about wallowing in shame...it's about facing the truth so we can fully re-
ceive grace. The ashes remind us of our guilt, but the cross reminds us of our pardon. If we've
been forgiven, then our lives should reflect gratitude, humility and transformation. Lent is our
season to live as people who have been set free...to repent, to reconcile, to serve and to walk
more closely with Christ. If we were on trial, the evidence would condemn us. But because of
Jesus, the verdict is not guilty...not because we are blameless, but because He took our
place.

| encourage you to let the ashes of Ash Wednesday mark your foreheads and let them also
mark your hearts with this truth...We are dust, but we are loved dust. We are guilty, but we are
forgiven. Then continue the journey through Lent as our youth lead Wednesday worship using
a drama series that puts Jesus "on trial." This time, you are the jury. Will the verdict be inno-
cent or guilty?

Blessings for our journey,

Pastor Jodi
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9AM Sunday school 1:30PM Grief 2PM Wheatland 12PM Al-Anon
10AM Worship Support Bible Study 2-2:45PM Great

5:15PM Wednesday | Plains Mobile
school (Pre-K also) | Food Pantry

6PM Confirmation
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9AM Sunday school |4:30PM P.E.O. 9AM-3PM Quilting | 9AM-3PM Quilting | 9AM-1PM Happy
(Pre-K also) 5PM Esther Circle | 5:15PM Wednesday | Preschool Valentine’s Day!
9:30AM Coftee and school (Pre-K also) screening
Cocoa served by the 6PM Confirmation 12PM Al-Anon
Youth 1:30PM Maple
10AM Worship Manor Worship
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
No Sunday school 5:30PM Church | 1-4PM Pastor Jodi | 1-3PM Imposition of | 12PM Al-Anon
10AM Worship Council meeting | Education Event Ashes for Maple

Manor, Wheatland &

Hospital

No Wednesday

school

6PM Lenten Meal

7PM Ash Wednesday

Worship

(4-6 Graders sing
during worship)

9AM Sunday school |4:30PM P.E.O. 5:15PM Wednesday | 12PM Al-Anon | 9AM Crafting 9AM Crafting
(Pre-K also) school (Pre-K also) Weekend Weekend
10AM Contemporary 6PM Lenten Meal

Worship 7PM Lenten Worship
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Faith & Care #2 (February)

Leader - Carol Hart

Tara Abrie

Kari Agotness

David & Teri Bodnar
Arvid & Sandy Boe

Loren Christianson
Welton Cochrane

Rick & Carolyn Crockett
Ben Crockett

Daniel Crockett

Margaret Downs

Orris Gjesdal

Bernie Goodman

Dean & Connie Hakanson
Travis & Megan Hakanson
Beth Hansen

Seth Hansen

Brandon Hart

Lawrence & Katie Henry
Kyle & Tiffany Hetletved
Wayne & Missy Hiltner

Nathan Kitchin

Jim & Connie Kjos
Charlie Klein

Kathy Kram

Caitlin Kreklau

Kevin & Teri Lill

Robert & Lillian Lowery
JoAnn Mueller

Paul & Jodi Myrvik
Grant & Betty Nelson
Karen Pederson

Ethan Peterson

Paul Peterson

Shane & Janelle Peterson
Stephen Ridley

Ron & Doris Ridley

PJ Rime

Darrin & Becca Romfo
Troy & Rachelle Romfo
Bill Roy

Randy & Kim Rude
Angie Sanders

ULC Leadership 2026

President Steve Hart
Vice President Zach Jacobson
Secretary Linda Timian

Financial Secretary Julie Johnson

Committee Council Representatives
Education Kim Hart

Endowment Kyle Rollness
Hospitality Andrea Jacobson
Property Sara Goodman
Stewardship TBD

Non-voting Representative
Pastor Jodi Myrvik

Dylan Johnson, Sr.
John & Kathie Johnson
Kim Kalis

Ramona Kalis

Bob & Nadine Kempert
Brennan Kitchen

Brandon & April Smith

Gordon & Sharon Sondeland
Carl & Rebecca Tollefson
Landan & Megan Tollefson
Carolyn Vik

Dallas Witzel & Bobbi Sue Hayes

Financial Update 712-37-25

December Offering $28,580.00
Year-to-Date Budget YTD
Offering Income $203,202.44 $195,405.00
Current Year Last Year
Total Income thru December $210,524.94 $195,384.34
Total Expenses thru December  $200,019.45 $192,863.26

As of January 27, our Endowment Fund balance was $132,183.48. If
you would like to make a contribution to the Endowment Fund, please
make checks payable to “InFaith Foundation” (which manages our en-
dowment fund).

Consistent Giving

Your offerings help meet our yearly ongoing budgeted expenses, so
whether you are present in worship or watching from home, we
appreciate your consistent giving. Convenient ways to provide your
offerings are through the mail, dropping it by the church, setting up
recurring bill pay through your bank or using the online
Tithe.ly app (search for Langdon United Lutheran).

Your support is much appreciated!

Council Notes 012026 Mtg

Kim from Education reported that Sunday and
Wednesday School is going well. Kids will sing
on Ash Wednesday and Palm Sunday. ULC will
now pay for hotel rooms for counselors to stay
when here the week of VBS. Our usual VBS
date is no longer available with Metigoshe Min-
istries as that week is used for counselor train-
ing. The committee will look in to hosting VBS
late July/early August if possible, when summer
activities slow down. Last year, VBS was a
week later than normal and attendance dropped
from 50 to 23.

There is no update about the DHS Grant. Re-
garding the street assessments, the yearly cost
of the parsonage and church is figured in to the
new 2026 budget. Congregational input will be
welcomed at the Annual Meeting as to whether
paying full amount off now which would save
about $9000 or paying yearly for the next 15
years.

Annual meeting is January 25. Coffee and cook-
ies will be served in the sanctuary at the begin-
ning of the meeting.

PRBC annual meeting is Monday January 26,
2026, 7PM. Pastor Jodi is attending and would
welcome someone to ride along. The camp has
decided to stop sharing an Executive Director
with Red Willow Bible Camp. Campership num-
bers have decreased significantly at PRBC.

All fire extinguishers have been checked. Wan-
da and Don Amoth gifted ULC two fire extin-
guishers to bring us up to code.

Council minutes and treasurer’s report are posted
monthly on the bulletin board in the hall across
from the church kitchen.
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Mental Health in the Month of Love

Every day, simple acts of kindness can contribute to improving your mood, reducing your stress, and possibly alleviating
symptoms of depression or anxiety, according to the American Psychiatric Association. What's more, what might seem like a
small, friendly gesture could have a greater impact than you might think in the healing process. Experimental research and
polls by professional organizations have confirmed how both giving and receiving small acts of kindness can help people

feel good and improve their mental health.

For the recipient, kindness activates the brain's reward system, releasing dopamine and serotonin... chemicals associated
with happiness and connection. Being shown care also reduces cortisol (stress hormone) levels and can lower blood pres-
sure. There's something profoundly reassuring about knowing that someone noticed you and cared enough to act, which

helps people feel valued and less alone.

For the giver, performing kind acts creates what researchers call a "helper's high"... a genuine mood boost from doing good.
The acts of kindness activate the same neural pathways as receiving rewards. The brain releases oxytocin, sometimes re-
ferred to as the "love hormone," which promotes bonding and reduces stress. Many people also report a sense of purpose

and meaning from helping others.

What all these acts have in common is the development (even if temporary) of social ties, vital connections for achieving
greater wellbeing in life. What's more, participating in acts of kindness helps people with depression and anxiety divert atten-
tion from themselves and stop thinking about their own symptoms.

In summary... incorporating random acts of kindness into daily life can lead to a more positive outlook on life and a greater
satisfaction of happiness. It is a powerful tool for mental health and one that each one of us can use every day.

Thrivent Choice Dollars

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial who'’s eligible to
direct Choice Dollars? If so, these dollars are yours to
allocate!

In 2025, $3,364 in Choice Dollars were directed by
Thrivent Financial members to United Lutheran. These
dollars have been used in our congregation for non-
budgeted needs and outreach.

Choice Dollars charitable outreach funds can make a
world of difference to our congregation. By directing
Choice Dollars, eligible Thrivent members recommend
where they feel Thrivent should distribute a portion of its
charitable funds. Directing Choice Dollars is easy. Simply
go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more and find
program terms and conditions or call 800-847-4836 and
say “Thrivent Choice®” after the prompt.

Eligible Thrivent
Financial members
who have available
Choice Dollars have
until March 31 to
direct them.

thrivent

Baby Bottle Campaign

As Christians and through the amazing grace of Jesus Christ,
we are called to sow the seeds of love and lift those around us.
Please reach out and help the Pregnancy Help Center with love
by supporting their yearly fundraiser....

the Baby Bottle Campaign. The Pregnancy

Help Center offers guidance, referrals, &)
education, maternity and baby clothes 'q /'l\'
and many helpful items at no cost. Bottles ‘g /lll
are located on the shelf closest to the @

sanctuary doors. Please take an empty

baby bottle home and fill it with change,

$$ bills or a check and return by February

28. Thank you for your thoughtfulness!

Giving Hearts Day

Giving Hearts Day is February 12 and is open already to receiv-
ing donations. Giving Hearts Day continues to grow as a vital
avenue to support the ministry of the Eastern North Dakota
Synod. It has allowed the synod to maintain financial support to
its ministry partners during complex financial times. Other or-
ganizations are available to donate to, locally and state wide.

Just go to www.givingheartsday.org, search for “Eastern North
Dakota Synod ELCA” or another non-profit and schedule your

donation; just be sure that the "Pay on Giving Hearts Day, Feb-
ruary 12, 2026" box is checked.


https://www.psychiatry.org/news-room/apa-blogs/mental-health-benefits-simple-acts-of-kindness#:~:text=There%20are%20many%20reasons%20acts,techniques%2C%E2%80%9D%20the%20authors%20concluded.
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Welcome Associate to the Bishop, Brad Skogen

On Sunday, January 11, we
welcomed Pastor Brad
Skogen, Associate to the
Bishop as he joined us for
worship. Several members
of the END Synod staff have
traveled to be with the 184
congregations they repre-
sent in the END Synod.

We shared in fellowship with |
a potluck following worship.
Thank you to the Hospitality

Committee for setting up and serving and those that stayed afterwards to help =y
clean up, it was very much appreciated. We truly enjoyed Pastor Brad’s visit!

Offering Envelopes

The 2026 offering envelopes are on the table in the fellowship hall. If you
have not used offering envelopes in the past but wish to, please let the

church office know. If you have been giving regularly through bill pay, we
didn’t prepare an envelope packet for you, but we surely can. Please let

us know.

Annual Meeting Recap

Thank you to those who participated in our Annual Meeting on January 25. The 2026 budget was approved along with new

committee and council members.

President Steve Hart shared several significant accomplishments completed in 2025 with the biggest one being the suc-
cessful completion of our $154,000 roof project. He thanked the congregation for their generous giving which nearly covered

the entire project cost.

He addressed some of the challenges ahead for 2026. One being the new street specials for the next 15 years in which
United Lutheran will be assessed $52,000, plus interest with the properties of the church and parsonage. You will find more
information in our 2025 annual report regarding the 2026 budget, other items and committee reports. The annual reports are
located on the magazine carousel in the church narthex, outside the sanctuary.

Mobile Food Pantry

The Great Plains Mobile Food Bank will be in Langdon
on February 5 in the church parking lot from 2-2:45PM.

They are look-
ing for a few
individuals to
lend a hand and
load food in to
vehicles. If you
are able to help,
just show up.

Grief Support

The Grief Support group will meet at 1:30PM at United Luther-
an Church in the library on Tuesday, February 3 and Tues-
day, March 3. (Note the new days and time). All are welcome
and for more information please contact Pastor Jodi at 701-265
-2409.

Pastor Jodi is a registered nurse and also our parish nurse. She
has attended numerous classes on grief and grieving. While
working at Altru, she completed a course to become a Bereave-
ment Specialist and most recently completed a Grief Support
Facilitator Course in preparation to develop this support group.
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Lent

This year, we will be using the series, “The Trial of Jesus of
Nazareth”, for our Wednesday evening worship during Lent. In
this series of dramas, you will find a courtroom scene... a
judge, a bailiff, a court reporter, a prosecuting attorney and a
defense attorney. In this scene and situation, witnesses from
the life of Jesus will be brought forward to testify about him.
The action of the drama is the questioning and cross question-
ing of a Biblical withess who saw and experienced the life of
Jesus. You, the jury, will decide if he is innocent or guilty. You
are charged to carefully consider the testimony of each person
examined and the arguments of Counsel. You will be encour-
aged to discuss it among yourselves and determine the truth
or falsity of what they say. And lastly, consider the implications
of what you have heard...for yourself and all mankind.

| hope you will enjoy the series. The courtroom scenes be-
come very realistic. The dramas are intense. Once again, you
will experience the power of the Gospel as expressed through
the medium of drama.

Please come out and support them weekly as they serve a
meal prepared by their parents prior to worship and then lead,
assist in worship, provide special music and perform the skits.
This year, there will also be a meal offered on Ash Wednes-
day, February 18. Meals are at 6PM and Worship at 7PM.

Loose offering collected during midweek Lenten worship that
is not designated to United Lutheran Church will be donated to
the Langdon Area Ministerial Association. If you would like
your offerings to stay with United Lutheran instead of the Min-
isterial Association, please use the pew envelope. Free will
offering for the meals served by the youth will go towards the
mission(s) they choose.

K-6 Grade Church School

Church school plans for February/March are:

February 1 The Way

February 4/8  The Woman at the Well
February 11 The Vine and the Branches
February 15 No Church school

February 18 No Church school (Ash Wednesday, 7PM)

(4-6 Grade Students will sing)

February 22 The Vine and the Branches
February 25 Jesus Predicts His Death
March 1 Jesus Predicts His Death
March 4/8 Lazarus

March 11/15 Peter

March 18/22
March 25/29

The Last Supper
Jesus and Mary

Please note: all church school students will sing during wor-
ship on Palm Sunday, March 29.

Confirmation/Youth

Confirmation classes will meet the first two Wednesdays of
February at 6PM:

February 4 - Samuel/Saul/David
February 11 - Movie Night

Beginning February 18 (Ash Wednesday) and the follow-
ing Wednesdays, Confirmation students will be expected
to attend the Wednesday worship services (7PM).

“The Trial of Jesus of Nazareth” will be the Wednesday
Lenten theme. Each week the Wednesday service will
have a different skit:

February 18
February 25
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

If | Were On Trial (Ash Wednesday)
The Examination of John

The Examination of Mary Magdalene
The Examination of James

The Examination of Herod

The Examination of Mary, Jesus' mother

Please come and support them weekly as they serve a
meal (6PM) prepared by the students and their parents
prior to worship. The students will then lead, assist in
worship, provide special music

and perform the skits.

Confirmation students will meet
with their mentors following the
Wednesday services.

Confirmation

Pre-K Sunday School

Pre-K Sunday school will be offered in the months of Feb-
ruary and March on the following dates from 9-9:45AM.

February 4/8
February 11

February 22
February 25

March 1
March 11/15
March 25/29

A big thank you to Sophie Myrvik in
volunteering her time and sharing the
love of Jesus!

The Woman at the Well
The Vine and the Branches
The Vine and the Branches
Jesus Predicts His Death

Jesus Predicts His Death
Peter
Jesus and Mary
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Community Lenten Services

The Langdon Area Ministerial Association will be offering
Community Lenten Services on Sunday evenings (7PM), all
through Lent. The location/rotation schedule for those even-
ing services are listed below:

February 22 St Alphonsus

March 1 First Baptist

March 8 United Methodist
March 15 New Hope Fellowship
March 22 Langdon Presbyterian
March 29 Emmanuel Evangelical

(Palm Sunday Concert)

The Ministerial Association is com-
prised of all Langdon Area churches
and meet monthly. The money they
receive through donations/offerings
may be used towards gas and grocery
cards, lodging, gifts for the Seniors at
the baccalaureate service or even in
rental assistance such as security
deposits for those in need.

We thank the following individuals who
completed terms of service on council and
committees at United Lutheran in January:

Katie Henry (Stewardship)
Julie Johnson (Stewardship)
Angie Sanders (Education)
Kim Rude (Hospitality)
Deidre Long (Nominating)
LeeAnn Knudson (Nominating)

Thank you to those who have accepted nominations
to serve in 2026 and ahead. We look forward to
doing ministry together!

A very special thank you to our Nominating
Committee for their time and work in filling all
the positions for 2026! (Steve Hart,
Patricia Scott, Janelle Peterson, Deidre Long,
Connie Schrader and LeeAnn Knudson).

Many thanks to Elaine Haugen and Darby Hart in setting up
and serving coffee and cookies for the Annual Meeting.

First Communion Instruction

Third graders will have First Communion instruction on
Wednesday, March 24, 3:45PM at the church. Parents are en-
couraged to attend the last 15 minutes, although you are wel-
come to attend the entire class if you wish. It will be beneficial
for all of us to be on the same page with explanations, if ques-
tions arise at home.

First Communion will be celebrated on Maundy Thursday, April
2, during the worship service at 7PM. It is memorable and ap-
propriate to celebrate First Communion on the night in which
Jesus gave his disciples their first communion. However, if you
have Easter plans out of town, there is an alternate date of
April 12 during worship to celebrate First Communion. Please
let Pastor Jodi know as soon as possible which day you will be
attending.

Third Graders should have re-
ceived a mailing with more
information earlier this month.

Weather Cancellation Notice

If inclement weather should arise, Pastor and Council
President will make any decisions to cancel worship by
8AM Sunday morning. A post will be made on our Face-
book page. Realizing not everyone is on Facebook,
please let us know if you'd like to receive a call or a text
with this cancellation information.

Live Streaming

We are looking for a few individuals that would be willing
to be a back up person for running the iPads that support
our live streaming on Sunday mornings. We thank Dale
Klein for graciously volunteering his time in recording the
services but having a few extra backup individuals would
be great! Prayerfully consider how you may be the per-
fect person for this position; open to anyone of all ages.
Please let Pastor Jodi or Julie know if this is something
you could assist with.

January Memorials

No memorials were received in the month of January.

Memorials may be mailed or dropped by the church office at
United Lutheran at any time.
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
9AM Sunday school 1:30PM Grief 1:30PM Maple 12PM Al-Anon
(Pre-K also) Support Group Manor Worship
10AM Worship 5:15PM Wednesday
school
6PM Lenten Supper
7PM Lenten Worship
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9AM Sunday school |4:30PM P.E.O. | 9AM-3PM Quilting | 9AM-3PM Quilting | 12PM Al-Anon
10AM Worship 5PM Esther Circle | 2PM Wheatland Bible
Study

5:15PM Wednesday
school (Pre-K also)

6PM Lenten Supper

7PM Lenten Worship
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9AM Sunday school | 5:30PM Church 5:15PM Wednesday | 12PM Al-Anon
(Pre-K also) Council meeting school
10AM Worship 6PM Lenten Supper

7PM Lenten Worship
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9AM Sunday school |4:30PM P.E.O. |3:45PM First 5:15PM Wednesday | 12PM Al-Anon | 9AM Crafting | 9AM Crafting
10AM Contemporary Communion school (Pre-K also) Weekend Weekend
Worship Instruction for 6PM Lenten Supper

3rd Graders 7PM Lenten Worship

29 30 31

9AM Sunday school
(Pre-K also)

10AM Palm Sunday
Worship

(Church school
students sing)
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United Quilters

Pictured above - Linda Olson and Elaine Haugen.
Below - Karen Boe, Pam Luhmann, DeLynn Carl-
son, PJ Rime and Linda Timian. Those that are
missing are Gladys Flink, Hazel Nelson and Jo-
Ann Mueller.

Quilters meet regularly the second Tuesday and
Wednesday of each month, through April. If you
can cut, sew, or tie, come and help fulfill their mis-
sion! All materials, tools and machines are provid-
ed; little experience is required! Contact Pam Luh-
mann or Elaine Haugen with any questions.

In 2025, this group of ladies provided many quilts
throughout the year. Five baptism quilts were
made and presented at baptism. There were six
high school graduates and each was given a quilt
to be wrapped in God'’s love and to be reminded
that we as a church support them in their endeav-
ors following high school graduation. Comfort
quilts were given to three members of our congre-
gation. Two quilts were presented to fire victims in
our community. Domestic Violence received nine
quilts and Social Services were given six quilts.
Thirty quilts were sent to Lutheran World Relief.
They are an amazing group of women!

United Monthly

Leaders - David & Jan
Haslekaas

Mitchell & Melissa Almen
Don & Wanda Amoth
Dennis & Linda Balsdon
Leland & Carolyn Balsdon
Tyler Balsdon

Aaron Dahl

Darryl & Bev Dahl

Joyce Dahl

Keith Dahl

Ted & Linda Dahl

Mark & Laura Dease
Jerry & Bev Domres
Brittany Farris

Sam Field

Kendall & Carla Gemmill
Steve & Kim Hart

Hayes Haslekaas

Shane & Kari Henderson
Nathan Howatt

Scott & Tina LaPorte
Lance & Krista Logie
Matt & Crystal Lowery
Steven & Kristin McDonald
Tara McFadden

Volume 16, Issues 2 & 3

Faith & Care #3 (March)

Leota Mikkelsen

Randy & Phyllis Mikkelsen
Larry & Linda Olson

Steve & Jamie Olson
Lenora Olson

Tom Olson

Justin Overby

Norma Pengilly

Marie Peterson

Jason & Melanie Reidhammer
Hans & Diane Reinhardt
Sandra Ritterman

Shirley Robinson

Jace & Lindsey Roy

Nic & Kami Kay Roy

Elroy & Marilyn Rude
Suzanne Sanders

Lance & Megan Schill

Mike & Connie Schrader
Bob & Patricia Scott

Arlaine Short

Burnell & Renae Skjervheim
Jonathon & Brenna Skjervheim
Kevin & Jan Stein

Brian Vikan

Jeff & Betty Vikan

Ron & Cathy White

Prayers of...

Healing

Carolyn Vik, Sheila
Sanders, Duane Olson,
Chet Ottem, Tami Omdahl
and our brothers and
sisters in Haiti.

Joy

Congratulations to Jake
& Kellie Muhs on the
baptism of their son,
Miller Michael Muhs.
Miller's baptismal
sponsors are Emma
Hetler and Andrew Muhs.
Welcome child of God!

We invite you to pray for
those individuals listed.
Please call the church
office if you have additions
to our prayer list.
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Haiti M iSSiOﬂ by Janet Jacobson

“Mesi anpil. Thank you,” from our friends and coworkers in Haiti.

In June of 2023, the members of United Lutheran voted to cosponsor our friends, Kerlange, Armstrong, Zeke and Hannah
through a Humanitarian Parole program of the United States Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS). Sadly our appli-
cation to help our friends escape the dire circumstances of life in Haiti was never reviewed. In January of 2025, the new ad-
ministration in Washington DC ended the humanitarian parole programs for several groups of people from around the world.
Later that year, the State Department stopped issuing visas of all kinds from Haiti and other countries deemed to pose secu-
rity issues to the United States.

When it became obvious that there was no legal route for our friends to come to the US, the Sponsorship Committee dis-
cussed what we should do with the money which had been donated to provide transportation and initial support for our fami-
ly. Unanimously, the donors asked that we keep the money they had given to assist with Kerlange, Armstrong, Zeke and
Hannah'’s support in Haiti. We have used these funds to provide a monthly transfer of $200 to support their family, in addi-
tion to the monthly stipend provided to Kerlange for her work with Seeds of Support.

The Esther Circle has over the last year provided emergency assistance for food and medical care for the family members
as needed. Friends and Esther Circle have also helped Kerlange provide rent assistance to a friend, a single mother who
with her nine children were living in a shelter made of sheets and cardboard.

Kerlange, Armstrong and a group of volunteers, with assistance from Seeds of Support, have on two occasions provided
food, water and fuel to a group of more than 400 displaced people living in a church nearby. These people were attacked at
gunpoint by gangs as their houses were set on fire. Mothers, fathers, grandparents and children escaped with nothing but
what they could carry. The shelter is not regularly supported by any outside organization or government programs.

ULC mission funds and special offerings have helped Seeds of Support and St. Andrew Lutheran in Eden Prairie, Minnesota
to provide support to Kerlange as well as our partner Joseph in Port au Prince and his mission with the children in his neigh-
borhood. Our help has provided backpacks to the children of Redemption Lutheran Church in Pasquette. Our recent noisy
offering and the Advent Coffee project of our youth group helped Seeds of Support to provide rice and cooking oil for 119
families in Pasquette.

The needs in Haiti seem overwhelming. It is easy to feel like our efforts are small and perhaps insignificant in the face of
such overwhelming and unending need. Our congregation’s generosity, however, is important and appreciated. Kerlange
reminds us that when your stomach is empty, you have no hope for tomorrow, but when someone shares food with you to-
day, you can find hope for tomorrow. Julien, our contact in Pasquette, sends the following message:

“Thanks to your kindness, 119 families were able to receive support...For many of them,
this assistance brought real relief and hope during the holiday season.

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for standing with us and for making
a tangible difference in the lives of those most in need. May God bless you
abundantly for your compassion and solidarity.”

Bondye beni nou. (May God bless you all.)

Faith & Care Groups

We appreciate our Faith & Care leaders with their time and effort in
finding volunteers to make our worship services run smoothly every

week, of every month! They are:

B SO VEr'y

- /{Km by -
: arby Hart - Faith & Care #1
| % Carol Hart - Faith & Care #2

P Jan Haslekaas - Faith & Care #3
@ Lisa Schuler - Faith & Care #4

S
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At-a-Glance and General Announcements

Newsletter

Please note - this newsletter contains
information for both months of Febru-
ary and March. There will not be a
separate newsletter for March. Thank
you for your understanding.

Thank You to:

Don and Wanda Amoth for the dona-
tion of the new fire extinguishers given
to the church and also the upkeep with
the existing ones.

Janet Jacobson for her message on
January 18 while Pastor Jodi was
away.

Janet & Terry Jacobson and Julie &
Corey Johnson for setting up and
serving the potluck on January 11 and
also those that stayed to help clean
up. It was very much appreciated!

Our communion prep individuals for
the months of February and March,
Elaine Haugen, Helen Johnson &
Shirley Robinson.

Heat in the Sanctuary

In an effort to prevent our outdoor heat
condensers from being damaged, we
are heating the sanctuary with our
electric heat when temperatures drop.
Please do not attempt to adjust the
thermostats. It is very costly to get the
condensers repaired.

2025 Annual Reports

Extra 2025 Annual Reports are availa-
ble on the magazine carousel located
in the narthex.

Kitchen & Lost Items

With the recent gatherings at the
church, are you missing items? It may
be in the church kitchen. Missing baby
items, toys, sunglasses, readers, wa-
ter bottles, etc., they may be laying on
the lost & found shelf in the narthex.
Please check if one is yours!

Ash Wednesday/Lent

Ash Wednesday is February 18. Worship
will be that evening at 7PM along with a
meal at 6PM. Meals and Wednesday
worship will continue for the next five
weeks offered by our youth and families.
A free will offering will be collected at the
meals and these funds will be put to-
wards mission to be decided by our
Youth.

Library Items

There is a variety of VHS tapes located
on the shelves in the library. Take a look,
if you're interested in any, please take.
We are looking to free up some shelf
space in the library.

Youth Serve Coffee

Coffee will be offered prior to worship in
the narthex around 9:30AM on February
8. Coffee will also be served following
worship that day.

Blood Drive

Blood donations needed, sponsored by
the Knights of Columbus, February 4, in
the St. Alphonsus parish hall, register
online at vitalant.org or by calling Dar
Podhradsky at 701-370-8421.

Easter Lily Reminder

Looking ahead to Easter, a gentle re-
minder, we will not be having families
place Easter Lilies in the sanctuary this
year but feel free to purchase other floral
arrangements. The church has pur-
chased synthetic Easter Lilies to beautify
this space. Pastor Jodi is extremely aller-
gic to the lilies and we would like to keep
her healthy. Thank you for your under-
standing.

Crafting Weekends

All are welcome, bring your crafts and
enjoy fellowship time. Fridays & Satur-
days of February 27 & 28 and March 27
& 28, starting at 9AM at ULC. Any ques-
tions, feel free to contact Lisa Schuler.

Fundraiser

Wales Fire Hall, Breakfast fundraiser,
St. Michael’s parish hall in Wales, Sun-
day, February 8 serving 9AM - 1PM.
Scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausage,
coffee and juice. Free will offering. Pick
up orders available.

Helpful Information

Al-Anon - Thursdays,12PM, ULC,
providing support for relatives and
friends of alcoholics. Call 701-270-2254
with questions.

Alcoholics Anonymous - Langdon -
Wednesdays, 7PM, south wing of

Langdon Prairie Health, Cavalier -
Tuesdays, 8PM, Pembina County Me-
morial Hospital, Lakota - Thursdays,
7PM, Lakota

Mental health distress - Dial 988 for
support for anyone experiencing mental
health distress — whether that is
thoughts of suicide, mental health, sub-
stance use crisis, emotional distress
and even just worried about a loved
one who may need crisis support.

Keep Kids Safe

How to protect children online and what
you can do to keep them in a safe

world. www.ndhopeproject.org to regis-
ter for this event, February 10, 12-1PM.

Daylight Savings Time

Daylight savings time
begins Sunday,
March 8. Don’t forget
to move your clocks
forward one hour!

Pastor Jodi’s Contact Information

pjimyrvik@polarcomm.com
Cell phone number 701-265-2409
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Worship and Ministry - February Schedule

February 1 - Worship

Reader - Welton Cochrane

Ushers - Orris Gjesdal & John Johnson

Communion Assts - Terry Jacobson
Welton Cochrane & PJ Rime

Acolytes - Reid Overby & Asher Veer

Projectionist - Dentyn Schill

Coffee - Carol Hart

February 8 - Worship

Reader - Kari Agotness

Ushers - Paul & Sophie Myrvik
Communion Asst - Alex Bott

Acolytes - Kyler Farris & Ryann Farris
Projectionist - Zenna Ritterman
Coffee - PJ Rime

February 15 - Worship
Reader - Katie Henry
Ushers - Brandon & April Smith family
Communion Assts - Katie Henry

Ramsey Peterson & JoAnn Mueller
Acolytes - Brooke Gemmill & Kalleigh Rollness
Projectionist - Sam Johnson
Coffee - Bob & Nadine Kempert

February 22 - Contemporary Worship
Reader - Darby Hart

Ushers - Teri Lill & Carol Hart
Communion Asst - Sam Johnson
Acolytes - Oakley Koons & Brynlee Koons
Projectionist - Tyson Gemmill

Coffee - Caitlin Kreklau

Worship and Ministry - March Schedule

March 1 - Worship
Reader - Tara McFadden

Ushers - Steven & Kristy McDonald family
Communion Assts - Patricia Scott

& Sandra Ritterman family
Acolytes - Finley Smith & Hazel Smith
Projectionist - Sophie Myrvik
Coffee - David & Jan Haslekaas

March 8 - Worship

Reader - Linda Balsdon

Ushers - David & Jan Haslekaas family
Communion Asst - Halle Overby

Acolytes - Lizzie Hakanson & Kollyns Schill
Projectionist - Korbyn Rollness

Coffee - Dennis & Linda Balsdon

March 15 - Worship
Reader - Steve or Danny Hart
Ushers - Kendall & Carla Gemmill family
Communion Assts - Patricia Scott
& Sandra Ritterman family

March 15 - Worship (continued)

Acolytes - Merek Mostad & Maverick Mostad
Projectionist - Christian Tollefson

Coffee - Renae Skjervheim

March 22 - Contemporary Worship
Reader - Jan Haslekaas

Ushers - Scott & Tina LaPorte family
Communion Asst - Max Mostad

Acolytes - Avery Rhinhart & Ellex Rhinhart
Projectionist - Zenna Ritterman

Coffee - Suzanne Sanders

March 29 - Worship (Palm Sunday)

Reader - Linda Olson

Ushers - Ted & Linda Dahl

Communion Asst - Dentyn Schill

Acolytes - Brooklyn Mondor & Braxton Mondor
Projectionist - Finley Crockett

Coffee - Ted & Linda Dahl

Church school students sing




