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We are United to
EXPERIENCE Jesus,
SERVE others and
LIVE the Word!

We live out this mis-
sion statement with
our core values of

Joyful Worship,
Authentic Community,
Faithful Witness and

Ridiculous Generosity.

United Lutheran Church
is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
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God’s work.
Our hands.

Reflect and Realign Our Hearts

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we stand together on the brink of a brand-new year, my heart is deeply moved with grati-
tude for each of you. Over the past twelve months, we have walked side by side through sea-
sons of joy and seasons of challenge, and in every moment, God’s hand has been upon us.
We have celebrated victories, comforted one another in times of loss, and witnessed the
power of prayer in ways that remind us that God is alive, faithful and ever-present.

The close of one year and the beginning of another is more than a simple turning of the
page... it is a sacred opportunity to pause, reflect and realign our hearts with the purposes of
God. As | look back, | see a church family that has grown in love, in unity and in service. | see
people who have stepped out in faith, who have given generously of their time and resources
and who have embraced the call to be the hands and feet of Jesus in our community.

Colossians 3:17 informs us... “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

Therefore, | encourage you to begin this year with intentionality... set aside time to seek
God’s direction, to listen for His voice and to surrender your plans to His perfect will. Let us
be a people who not only gather for worship but also carry the presence of Christ into our
workplaces, our neighborhoods and our homes. Let us be quick to forgive, eager to encour-
age and bold in sharing the hope we have in Him. Remember that every day is a gift and eve-
ry breath is an opportunity to glorify Him. Whether the months ahead bring seasons of abun-
dance or moments of testing, we can rest in the unshakable truth that the Lord goes before
us, walks beside us and will never leave us.

My prayer for you in this New Year is that your faith will be strengthened, your joy will be re-
newed and your life will overflow with the peace that comes from knowing Christ. May your
home be a place of warmth and welcome, your relationships be marked by grace and under-
standing and your heart be filled with courage to follow wherever God leads.

Thank you for your steadfast love, your prayers and your partnership throughout 2025! | am

humbled and honored to serve as your pastor and | look forward with great anticipation to all
that God will accomplish in and through us in the year ahead. Together, let us make 2026 a

year that reflects His glory in every word we speak, every act of kindness we offer and every
step we take in faith.

With love, blessings and prayers for a joyful New Year,

Pactor Yode
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
Happy New
Year!

No Sunday school 5:15PM Wednesday | 10AM Pastors’
10AM Worship school (Pre-K also) | Conference

6PM Parent/Student | gathering in

Confirmation Hoople

meeting 12PM Al-Anon
9AM Sunday school |4:30PM P.E.O. |9AM-3PM Quilting | 9AM-3PM Quilting | 12PM Al-Anon
(Pre-K also) 7PM Grief 5PM Esther Circle | 2PM Wheatland
10AM Worship Support Group Bible Study
Potluck following 5:15PM Wednesday
worship school

6PM Confirmation | Pastor Jodi is away Januafy 15-20 |
9AM Sunday school 5:30PM Church 2PM Rachel Circle | 12PM Al-Anon
10AM Worship Council meeting 5:15PM Wednesday

school (Pre-K also)

6PM Confirmation
9AM Sunday school | 7PM Park River 5:15PM Wednesday | 12PM Al-Anon Crafting Crafting
(Pre-K also) Bible Camp school Weekend Weekend
10AM Contemporary | Annual meeting 6PM Confirmation (more info on (more info on
Worship page 7) page 7)

11AM Annual
Meeting
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Faith & Care #1

Leaders - Brian & Darby Hart

Shelly Agnes

Luke & Amber Albrecht
Brandon & Sarah Badding
Carol Badding

Todd & Abby Borchardt
Sandra Brooks

Brody & Adrienne Canhill

Todd & Shanda Christianson

Mark & Tammy Close
Jamie & Amanda Coyle

Lawrence & Susan Fay Crockett

Denis Domres

Lynn Domres

Greg & Jolene Everson
Taylor Everson

Gladys Flink

Rory & Carey Freer
Elaine Haugen

David & Ardyce Hennager
Joel Jacobson

Terry & Janet Jacobson
Dale Klein

Ryan & Nicole Koons
Josh & Pam Krivarchka

Lyle & Deidre Long
Dale & Pam Luhmann
Jeff & Sara Lykken
Lois Lykken

Nathan & Courtney Metzger

Patty Metzger

Jared & Michelle Moline
Will & Skyler Moline
Jeff & Brittanie Mostad
Ken & Carol Myhre
Frances Noland

Ellen Nuelle

Jan Nuelle

Jim & Shannon Nuelle
Duane Olson

Edwin Olson

Jeff Overby

Josh & Sarah Overby
Glenn Pederson
Edward & Bernice Pengilly
Mackenzie Rindy

Kylee Rohde

Kyle & Kaila Rollness
Corey & Bailey Schrader
Cindy Steinke

Laura Thielbar

ULC Leadership 2026

President Steve Hart
Vice President Zach Jacobson
Secretary Linda Timian

Financial Secretary Julie Johnson

Committee Council Representatives

Education Kim Hart
Endowment Kyle Rollness
Hospitality Andrea Jacobson
Property Sara Goodman
Stewardship Katie Henry

Non-voting Representative
Pastor Jodi Myrvik

Financial Update 1717-30-25

November Offering

Offering Income

Total Income thru November
Total Expenses thru November

As of December 30, our Endowment Fund balance was $131,479.83. If
you would like to make a contribution to the Endowment Fund, please
make checks payable to “Thrivent Charitable Impact & Investing” (which
manages our endowment fund). Interest accrued yearly from this En-
dowment fund has been used at the end of each year to give back to

Year-to-Date
$174,622.44

$13,042.00

Budget YTD
$179,121.25

Current Year Last Year
$179,294.76
$181,473.85

$168,088.60
$175,631.36

needs within our community or special projects within the church.

Consistent Giving

Your offerings help meet our yearly ongoing budgeted expenses.

Whether you are present in worship or watching from home,

we appreciate your consistent giving. Convenient ways to provide

your offerings are through the mail, dropping it by the church,

setting up recurring bill pay through your bank or using the online

Tithe.ly app (search for Langdon United Lutheran).
Your support is much appreciated!

Council Notes 121525 Mtg

Julie reported that ULC will be a recipient of the
Wohletz grant to help with the purchase of the
new clavinova. Harvest Sunday monies have
been dispersed to the recipients. A capital credit
from United Telephone of $2361 was received
and will be deposited in the general fund.

Pastor Jodi shared the Assistant to the Bishop,
Pastor Brad Skogen, will be worshiping with us on
January 11. The PRBC annual meeting is January
26 at 7 pm — we need a representative to attend.
An election of a new bishop for the Eastern North
Dakota Synod will take place in June at the Synod
Assembly. All congregations are encouraged to
submit three candidate names.

Kyle with Endowment reported there was a little
over $20,000 in gifts for the endowment this year.
Due to a strong market performance, the commit-
tee believes ULC will receive another grant before
the end of the year. The Endowment committee
will meet to discuss and finalize how it should be
distributed.

With the long list of needs at the parsonage,
Council approved purchasing two windows for the
parsonage basement, boarding up the other two
existing windows which are located directly under
the deck. New flooring will be ordered for the main
level to be installed next year.

Katie reported Harvest Sunday funds came to be
$10,125. This amount had surpassed many years.

The Annual Meeting of the congregation will be
held on Sunday, January 25. Coffee and cookies
will be served in the sanctuary for the meeting.

Council minutes and treasurer’s report are posted
monthly on the bulletin board in the hall across from the
church kitchen.
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Dear Members of United Lutheran,

Thank you for the gift cards
| received on your behalf for
Christmas from the United Lutheran Church
Council. Also, thank you for all the cards,
pictures, greetings and gifts we received during
the Christmas Season. We are so
blessed to be living and serving in such
a generous community. May God continue
to bless our ministry together!

Pastor Jodi, Paul and Sophie

Harvest Sunday

Volume 16, Issue 1

Mental Health.....

New Year Reset

New Year'’s, everyone’s talking about “fresh starts” and “new be-
ginnings.” But maybe you're still carrying the baggage of last year.
If that's the case, New Year’s mental health rituals can sound big
and complicated, but the truth is, they're usually more about tiny
shifts... things like choosing to breathe for an extra second before
answering an email. Or deciding, hey, | don’t have to sprint into
January like I'm being chased. And maybe that’'s where the calm
actually begins. In the slow. Slightly messy choices that feel hu-
man rather than forced.

Starting a new year with a calmer energy is more like grounding
yourself enough, so you're not wobbling every time life throws an-
other curveball, which it will, because, well... life. So, take mo-
ments to pause long enough to reconnect with what you value.
The foundation of New Year’s mental health should feel like a re-

Thank you for your unbelievable, ridiculous generosi-
ty; $10,125 was raised for Harvest Sunday this year!
Your generosity is most appreciated!

turn to steadiness, even if it's imperfect. It's not about perfection...
it's about realignment and being truthful with yourself.

ULC Building Fund - $3,543.75
ULC Clavinova Fund - $3,543.75
Cavalier County Transit - $1,012.50
Quilts of Valor - $1,012.50
Cavalier County Food Pantry - $1,012.50

Here are a few examples to get you started:
e Be kind to yourself.

e Rest when you need to.

e Be aware of what drains you.

e Be respectful of what energizes me.

e Prioritize how you want to feel, not just the outcomes you
want to achieve.

e Start small.
e Be flexible.

Seek professional mental health care as needed. The point is... it
doesn’t have to be flawless. If anything, a grounded mindset is
usually built through small, clumsy steps toward emotional steadi-
ness and real emotional wellbeing goals, whatever those look like
for you.

Prayer before their work. Christmas Baskets assembled at the
food pantry on December 17 by the Confirmation students.
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Pre-K thru 6 Grade

The Church school students, along with the Pre-K stu-
dents held their Christmas program during worship on
Sunday, December 21 (pictured right). Thank you to Lisa
Schuler’s piano students in sharing their talents with all
of us with the prelude music before the program. A big
thank you to Kathie Johnson and our Church school
teachers for their work and the 68 students for working
hard to prepare!

Happy New Year everyone! Church school will resume
January 7th for Wednesday school and January 11th for
Sunday school.

Church school lessons for January are:

January 7/11 Jesus is Born - (Pre-K Also)
January 14/18 Shepherds and Angels
January 21/25 Do Not Worry (Pre-K Also)
January 28/Feb 1 The Way

Confirmation

The Confirmation class was busy the month of December.
Their activities began by serving coffee/cocoa on November 30 and
continued each Sunday through Advent. Coffee tips during this time
were designated towards Mission Haiti. (pictured below)

Their second activity involved working in small groups to create tie
blankets, all different sizes and themes to be used for families in
need. Sixteen blankets were donated to the Cavalier County Social
Services. (pictured right)

Lastly, on December 17, students gathered at the food pantry to
assemble Christmas baskets. (see photos on page 4)

The month of January’s schedule is as follows:

January 7 Parent/Student Confirmation meeting
January 14 Samuel/Saul

January 21 David

January 28 Ruth/Esther
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December Memorials

No memorials were received in the month of December.

Memorials may be mailed or dropped by the church office at
United Lutheran at any time.

Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee has begun its important work
of nominations for committee and council positions for
our annual congregational meeting in January. Please
help the committee and consider how
you might serve our congregation in
year 2026. Feel free to reach out to
the Committee: Deidre Long, Patricia
Scott, Janelle Peterson, LeeAnn
Knudson, Steve Hart and Connie
Schrader.

Prayers of...

Healing

Carolyn Vik, Sheila Sanders, Duane Olson, Chet Ottem, Tami
Omdahl and our brothers and sisters in Haiti.

Joy
Josie Flaten and Andy Muhs on their marriage, December 13.

Lance and Krista Logie on the birth of their daughter, Layne
Marie.

We invite you to pray for those individuals listed. Please call the church of-
fice if you have additions to our prayer list.

Offering

The 2026 offering envelopes are available to be picked
up from the table in the fellowship hall. Remember to not
use your 2025 envelopes in the new year as each year
the envelopes are renumbered. If you would like a yearly
offering packet, we can still make one for you!

Keep in mind, offering is counted twice a month and if
you would like your contribution recorded in our data pro-
gram with your name, please add your name to the pew
envelope. If you have given an anonymous donation in
2025, we thank you for your generosity!

Annual Meeting

The United Lutheran Church Annual Meeting will be Sunday,
January 25 following worship. All members are encouraged to
be present for the meeting.

There will not be a potluck following the meeting but coffee and
cookies will be served in the sanctuary before the meeting be-
gins.

In Memory of

Sharon Olson
By Edwin Olson & family

Walter & Lorraine Rude
By Randy, Kim & Kennedy Rude

Kevin Boe
By John & Karen Boe

Iris & Lyle Lothspeich
By Corey & Julie Johnson & family

Janice Pederson,

Morris & Alice Magnus
Leonard & Gladys Pederson
By Glenn Pederson, Teri & Kevin Lill
Tammy & Tom Verke
Jason Pederson

In Memory of

Don Haugen
By Elaine, Kim & Danny Haugen

Gary and Marilyn Stach
By Carolyn Vik

Ralph & Ruby Welsh
By Don & Linda (Olson) Heyd

Ole E.M. & Helga Olson
By Curtis Olson

Poinsettias

Thank you to everyone who placed poinsettias on the altar this
Advent and Christmas season. The poinsettias will be dis-
played on the altar through the Christmas season. If you had
placed a poinsettia on the altar and didn’t receive acknowl-
edgement, please accept our apologies if your loved one’s
name was not listed below.

In Memory of

David Field
By Tara McFadden
Sam and Emma Field

Robert Vik
By Carolyn Vik

Jean & Dean Burnham
Curtis Burnham
By their family

Ole L.E. & Marjorie Olson
By Dan & Mary (Olson) Lobato



https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fweblogs.dailypress.com%2Ffeatures%2Fgardening%2Fdiggin-in%2Fpoinsettia1.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fweblogs.dailypress.com%2Ffeatures%2Fgardening%2Fdiggin-in%2F2010%2F12%2Fhow_to_get_your_poinsettia_to_1.h
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At-a-Glance and General Announcements

Thank You to:

Our Confirmation students for assem-
bling Christmas Baskets at the food
pantry, making tie blankets to donate
and also serving coffee/cocoa the four
Sundays of Advent and donating their
tips to Haiti Mission.

Lisa Schuler’s piano students in shar-
ing their talents with all of us during
the Christmas program on December
21. A big thank you to Kathie Johnson
and our Church school teachers for
their work and the 68 students for
working hard to prepare!

Our Praise Band for leading the music
for our 3PM Contemporary Christmas
Eve worship service.

Finley Crockett, Sydney Crockett,
Becky Tollefson and Lisa Schuler for
their special music during the 5PM
Traditional Christmas Eve worship
service.

Andrea Jacobson for leading worship
on December 28.

Shirley Robinson and Helen Johnson
for overseeing the care of the poinset-
tias on the altar.

Our amazing congregation for your
generous giving towards the purchase
of our new clavinova. It is here and
completely paid for!

Worship Guest

The Assistant to the Bishop, Pastor
Brad Skogen, will be with us in wor-
ship on January 11. We will have a
potluck following worship that day.
The Hospitality Committee will set up
and serve but if you're able to help
clean up following the potluck, that
would be most appreciated!

Pastoral Care

Pastor Jodi will be away January 15-
20. If there is pastoral care needed,
Pastor Jessica Merchant from Edin-
burg can be reached at (218) 230-
4479.

Christmas in Pasquette

During Advent, we collected money to
help Julien and other leaders of Re-
demption Lutheran in Haiti buy food for
our neighbors. With coffee tips and
“noisy offering, over $1,180 was raised.
Thank you for your generous hearts in
providing these funds for Mission Haiti.

Annual Meeting

United Lutheran Church
will hold it's Annual Meeting
of the congregation after
worship on Sunday,
January 25, 2025.

Student Information

Church school will resume in the new
year, meeting on Wednesday, January 7
and Sunday, January 11.

Confirmation will resume after Christmas
break on Wednesday, January 7 with a
parent/student meeting at 6PM.

Newsletter

Please note - the newsletter next month
will contain information for both months
of February and March. There will not be
a separate newsletter for March. Thank
you for your understanding.

Christ In Our Homes

The “Christ In Our Homes” quarterly pe-
riodicals have arrived and are located on
the revolving rack in the narthex or by
the church office door.

Quilters

Quilters meet again on Tuesday and
Wednesday (9AM-3PM), January 13-14.
If you can cut, sew, or tie, come and help
fulfill their mission! All materials, tools
and machines are provided; little experi-
ence is required! Contact Elaine Haugen
or Pam Luhmann if you're interested in
helping!

Kitchen & Lost Items

With the recent gatherings at the
church, are you missing items? It may
be in the church kitchen. Missing baby
items, toys, sunglasses, readers, water
bottles, etc., they may be laying on the
lost & found shelf in the narthex. Please
check if one is yours!

Weather Cancellation Notice

If inclement weather should arise, Pas-
tor and Council President will make any
decisions to cancel worship by 7AM
Sunday morning. A post will be made
on our Facebook page and radio
(KNDK) will also be notified.

Grief Support Group

Grief Support meets the second Mon-
day of each month. Their next meeting
will be Monday, January 12, 7PM, Unit-
ed Lutheran Church library. All are wel-
come and for more information please
contact Pastor Jodi at 701-265-2409.

Crafting Weekend/January 30-31

Open to all in the community who en-
joys crafting while being with others!
Bring your scrapbook, paints/canvases,
sewing, crocheting, knitting, etc. to
United Lutheran. The group meets
once a month (Friday-Saturday). Bring
in lunch or order in. Free, just bring
what you need to do your project and a
table will be set up for you. For more
information, contact Lisa Schuler.

Helpful Information

Al-Anon - Thursdays,12PM, ULC,
providing support for relatives and
friends of alcoholics. Call 701-270-2254
with questions.

Pastor Jodi’s Contact Information

pimyrvik@polarcomm.com
Cell phone number 701-265-2409
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Worship and Ministry - January Schedule

January 4 - Worship

Reader - Dale Klein

Ushers - Terry & Janet Jacobson

Communion Assts - Patty Metzger,
Kyle & Kaila Rollness

Acolytes - Karson & Kyler Hansen

Projectionist - Korbyn Rollness

Coffee - Terry & Janet Jacobson

January 11 - Worship
Reader - Terry Jacobson

Ushers - Terry Jacobson & Edwin Olson
Communion Asst - Finley Crockett
Acolytes - Zoey Kreklau

& Kyler Hansen
Projectionist - Christian Tollefson
Potluck to follow worship

January 18 - Worship

Reader - Deidre Long

Ushers - Will & Skyler Moline family

Acolytes - Breck Krivarchka & Madden Mikkelsen
Projectionist - Zenna Ritterman

Coffee - Greg & Jolene Everson

January 25 - Contemporary Worship
Reader - Todd Borchardt

Ushers - Todd & Abby Borchardt family
Communion Asst - Sophie Myrvik

Acolytes - Lavin Johnson & Colbie Johnson
Projectionist - Finley Crockett

Coffee -

Annual Meeting with coffee and cookies

Thank you to Carolyn Vik & PJ Rime for being our
communion prep individuals for the month of January!




