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We are United to
EXPERIENCE Jesus,
SERVE others and
LIVE the Word!

We live out this mis-
sion statement with
our core values of

Joyful Worship,

Authentic Community,
Faithful Witness and

Ridiculous Generosity.

United Lutheran Church
is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
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God’s work.
Our hands.

Reformation Day

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

“The grass dries up. The flower loses its color. But the Word of our
God stands forever.” Isaiah 40:8 New Living Translation

As October 31 approaches, children and many adults will be carving pumpkins, dressing up
and gearing up for large amounts of candy. But for the church, this date commemorates
something quite different and more profound... Reformation Day... which is observed annually
on the last Sunday of October in Protestant churches throughout the world. It commemorates
the day in 1517 when Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the church door in Wit-
tenberg, Germany, igniting a movement that reshaped the church and Western civilization as
a whole. Over five centuries later, the significance of Reformation Day remains. The Refor-
mation did not merely shape doctrine; it redefined the Christian life and continues to impact
believers and the broader society.

One of the Reformation’s most lasting legacies is its emphasis on Scripture’s accessibility.
Reformers translated the Bible into common languages so every believer could read and un-
derstand God’s Word. Reformation Day reminds us to return to Scripture, read it for ourselves,
and ground our beliefs in its teachings.

During the month of October, United Lutheran will be placing Bibles in the hands of our 3 & 4
year olds and 3rd graders. The Bibles are written at age appropriate levels of understanding.
On the last Sunday of October, Reformation Sunday, the sophomore students who have com-
pleted their confirmation requirements will affirm their baptismal vows, share their stories of
faith and be sent home with The Lutheran Study Bible they received at the beginning of confir-
mation three years ago. For United Lutheran these special days create meaningful opportuni-
ties to discuss the significance of Scripture and faith in individual lives, passing down the
Reformation’s legacy to the next generation.

The Reformers’ rallying cry, ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda—"the church reformed,
always reforming”... reminds us that the journey of faith is ongoing and that's why it is called a
journey. Growing spiritually, examining our own lives, growing deeper in the word of God and
encountering God’s transforming power are all part of the journey. None of us have arrived.
We’re always learning, always growing, always changing and always evolving. It’s true theo-
logically and it’s true in the daily things we carry out. As we celebrate Reformation Day, may
we embrace this call to reformation, asking God to renew our faith, deepen our commitment to
Scripture and embolden us to stand firm in the gospel. It is the anchor that holds us, no matter
what comes our way.

Blessings as you journey!

Pactor fode
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4
10:30 Ministerial 12PM Al-Anon Marriage of Eric
meeting Hennager and
5:15PM Wednesday Roxanne Hoffarth
school (Pre-K also)
6PM Confirmation
6PM Stole making
(10th Graders)
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9AM Sunday school 2PM Wheatland Bible | 10AM Grafton
9AM Preschool SS Study Conference
10AM Worship 5:15PM Wednesday | Pastors’ gathering
3&4 Year Old school (Pre-K also) 12PM Al-Anon
Bibles 6PM Confirmation 2PM Maple
6PM Stole making Manor Worship
(10th Graders)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9AM Sunday school |5PM P.E.O. 9AM-3PM Quilting | 9AM-3PM Quilting 12PM Al-Anon Crafting Crafting
9AM Preschool SS 7PM Grief 2PM Rachel Circle Weekend Weekend
10AM Worship Support No Wednesday (More info on (More info on
Bibles/Lesson Books school page 7) page 7)
for 3rd Graders 6PM Confirmation
7PM 10th Grade
Faith Story
Discussion
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
No Sunday school 6PM Church 12PM Bible Study | 12PM Behavioral 12PM Al-Anon
10AM Contemporary | Council for All Task Force
Worship meeting 5:15PM Wednesday
school (Pre-K also)
6PM Confirmation
26 27 28 29 30 31
9AM Sunday school |4:30PM P.E.O. 5:15PM Wednesday | 12PM Al-Anon
9AM Preschool SS school
10AM Worship 6:30PM Youth Porch
Confirmation/ to Pantry Food Drive
Reformation

Sunday
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Faith & Care #3

Leaders - David & Jan Haslekaas

Mitchell & Melissa Almen Randy & Phyllis Mikkelsen
Don & Wanda Amoth Larry & Linda Olson
Dennis & Linda Balsdon Steve & Jamie Olson
Leland & Carolyn Balsdon Lenora Olson

Tyler Balsdon Tom Olson

Aaron Dahl Justin Overby

Darryl & Bev Dahl Norma Pengilly

Joyce Dahl Marie Peterson

Keith Dé_lhl Jason & Melanie Reidhammer
Ted & Linda Dahl Hans & Diane Reinhardt
Mark & Laura Dease Sandra Ritterman

Jerry Domres Shirley Robinson

Brlttany Farris Jace & Lindsey Roy

Sam Field Nic & Kami Kay Roy
Kendall & Carla Gemmill Suzanne Sanders

Steve & Kim Hart Lance & Megan Schill
Hayes Haslekaas Mike & Connie Schrader
Shane & Kari Henderson Bob & Patricia Scott
Nathan Howatt Arlaine Short

Scott & Tina LaPorte Burnell & Renae Skjervheim
Matt & Crystal Lowery Kevin & Jan Stein

Steven & Kristin McDonald Brian Vikan

Tara McFadden Jeff & Betty Vikan

Leota Mikkelsen Ron & Cathy White

ULC Leadership 2025

President Steve Hart
Vice President Zach Jacobson
Secretary Linda Timian
Financial Secretary Julie Johnson

Committee Council Representatives

Education Kim Hart
Endowment Kyle Rollness
Hospitality Andrea Jacobson
Property Sara Goodman
Stewardship Katie Henry

Non-voting Representative
Pastor Jodi Myrvik

Financial Update 08-37-25

August Offering $17,623.00
Year-to-Date Budget YTD
Offering Income $131,035.44 $130,270.00
Current Year Last Year
Total Income thru August $134,510.84 $124,497.63
Total Expenses thru August $132,936.00 $126,841.96

As of September 30, our Endowment Fund balance was $133,632.24. If
you would like to make a contribution to the Endowment Fund, please
make checks payable to “Thrivent Charitable Impact & Investing” (which
manages our endowment fund). Interest accrued yearly from this En-
dowment fund has been used at the end of each year to give back to
needs within our community or special projects within the church.

Consistent Giving

Your offerings help meet our yearly ongoing budgeted expenses.
Whether you are present in worship or watching from home, we
appreciate your consistent giving. Convenient ways to provide your
offerings are through the mail, dropping it by the church, setting up
recurring bill pay through your bank or using the online Tithe.ly app
(search for Langdon United Lutheran). Your support is much appreciated!

Council Notes o09.15.25 Mtg

Julie reported that the property tax specials for the
parsonage will be $17,205.27 and $20,084.89 for
the church, not including interest. There will be a
22% increase in the health insurance portion of
Pastor Jodi's compensation package. Portico is
offering four new health packages which the Com-
pensation Review team and Pastor Jodi will need
to sort through.

Pastor Jodi attended the Fall Theological event on
September 8-9. September is Suicide Prevention

month and the Kevin Hines Story will be shown at
the Roxy on Wednesday, September 24. It is free
and open to the public.

There are 74 students enrolled in the Wednesday/
Sunday church school classes.

Kyle requested a $7,000 interest withdrawal from
the Endowment Fund. These funds are interest
only that the account has accrued. The grant mon-
ey will be placed in the building fund.

Property will meet soon to prioritize projects for
the parsonage and church. Re-sloping, adding
rock and packing the parking lot to drain properly
is high on the priority list. A new clavinova is need-
ed and will cost between $8,000-$10,000.

Katie shared there was a small turnout for God’s
Work.Our Hand’s Sunday. Appreciation bags were
made for elementary school staff this year and all
the windows were washed at Wheatland.

Pastor Jodi is researching Zeffy, a non-profit fund-
raising platform. Other churches are using it and
there is no charge or fees.

Council minutes and treasurer’s report are posted
monthly on the bulletin board in the hall across from the
church kitchen.
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God’s Work. Our Hand’s Sunday

Thank you to the individuals/families that stayed to help achieve our service pro-
jects with “God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday on September 7. We were able to
assemble 43 teacher/ancillary staff appreciation gift bags for the Langdon Ele-
mentary School (high school next year), clean the windows for our neighbors at
Wheatland Estates and do outside property work at the church. Thank you to the
Stewardship Committee for organizing the event!

cov’s
BACK TO SCHOOL
SU VWAL T
PEN
God Is writing your story. Trust him with each new day.
CRAYON
Let God's love color your world with joy, kindness, and creativity.
ERASER
We all make mistakes - God forgives and helps us grow.
LoLLIPOP
Life ic sweet with God! Enjoy his blessings every day.
HIGHLIGHTER
God will help you light the path and show the way to each student you reach

GLUE STICK
God is always with you. He never leaves you.

STARBURST
God made you to be a star. Shine bright.
WATER
Each of you plant many seeds. God provides the water of kife to help them
grow.
KLEENEX
Kleenex says.. God bless you

7

HAND SANITIZER
Jesus and hand sanitizer - your invisible ehields. Never go without!

Mental Health......Fall Feelings

As the leaves begin to change and the air grows crisp, many people experience a shift in their mood and energy levels. The
transition from summer to fall can bring about complex emotional responses, ranging from excitement for the cozy season
ahead to feelings of sadness or anxiety. The reasons behind these mood changes are many. Shorter days and reduced
sunlight exposure can disrupt our circadian rhythms, affecting sleep patterns and potentially leading to symptoms of Sea-
sonal Affective Disorder (SAD). The end of summer often signifies a return to busier schedules and increased responsibili-
ties, which can trigger stress and overwhelm. Additionally, the visible changes in nature... falling leaves, barren trees... can
serve as reminders of endings, stirring up feelings of loss. However, it's important to recognize that fall can also bring posi-
tive changes. Many people feel a renewed sense of purpose and motivation as they return to routines after summer’s lei-
surely pace. The cooler weather can be invigorating and seasonal activities like apple picking or enjoying fall foliage can
boost mood and encourage social connection. Tangible ways to care for yourself as we move into fall:

¢ Maintain a consistent sleep schedule: As daylight hours decrease, stick to a regular sleep routine. Aim for 7-9 hours of
sleep per night and try to go to bed and wake up at the same times each day.

e Embrace outdoor activities: Despite cooler temperatures, make an effort to spend time outside during daylight hours.

e Practice mindfulness and gratitude: Fall is a season of change, which can be unsettling for some. Incorporate mindful-
ness practices into your daily routine to stay grounded. This could involve meditation, deep breathing exercises or simp-
ly taking a few moments each day to list things you're grateful for.

¢ Nurture social connections: As the weather cools and we tend to spend more time indoors, it's easy to become isolated.
Make a conscious effort to maintain and strengthen your social connections.

By implementing these strategies and remaining attuned to your emotional needs, you can navigate the autumn season with
greater resilience and well-being. Remember, it's always okay to seek professional support if you find yourself struggling
with the seasonal transition.
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Youth Event

On October 29, the 7-12™ graders will be participat-
ing in the “Porch to Pantry” food drive (formerly
referred to as “Trunk or Treat”) in Langdon with
other church youth groups. The youth will be trav-
eling around town to collect items for the local food
pantry. If you would like to donate items, please
leave the items on the front step of your house and
the items will be collected. Youth will meet at the
church at 6:30PM for a supper prior to starting!

The food pantry is in much need of paper towels,
toilet paper, shampoo, tooth paste and other bath-
room supplies. Keep in mind, items that are not
accepted are home processed foods, outdated
boxed, canned or food items, “already been
opened” foods and clothing. Thank you for helping
the food pantry!

iall I
Paper towels, toilet paper,
shampoo, conditioner, body
wash, toothpaste, deodorant,
feminine hygiene products,
disinfectant wipes
Perishable items:
Boxed food, canned goods, etc.

Help us fill

Home processed foods,

outdated foods, clothing ¢
*already been opened” food

Chapter Book/Bibles

On Sunday, October 12, the 3rd graders (and also
students that have not received a Bible prior) will be
receiving a chapter book/Bible “The Story for Kids,
Discover the Bible from Beginning to End”.

When they were baptized, parents and sponsors
promised to “teach the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Com-
mandments, the Creed and to place in their hands
the Holy Scriptures.” All of us at United Lutheran
want to help families continue to grow in their faith.

Confirmation

Confirmation classes have begun and meet most
Wednesdays at 6PM during the school year. The
month of October’s schedule is as follows:

October 1 Bible Basics

October 8 Creation

October 15 Mission Night...Activities at the
Church

October 22 Noah

October 29 6:30PM Mission Night...."Porch to

Pantry” food drive

Watch for updated announcements on our Facebook
pages with regards to United Lutheran student activi-
ties throughout the year. This site will be updated if
there is school cancellation, weather related delays,
etc. which may cause our Confirmation/Youth at the
church to change.

K-6 Grade Church School

On September 21, we had a “Backpack Blessing” for all students,
teachers, ancillary staff and bus drivers. We pray that God will
watch over all these important individuals this new school year.

Also, we would like to thank the many volunteers that help make
Church school happen. Our program would not be possible with-
out the great leadership of parents/students. Please help us in
thanking: Shannon Bjornstad, Skyler Moline, Courtney Metzger,
Andrea Jacobson, Pam Krivarchka, Tasha Christianson, Tyler &
Emily Balsdon, Megan Schill, Kaila Rollness, Nicole Koons, Britta-
nie Mostad, Megan Hakanson, Carla Gemmill, Ashton Hedger,
Abby Borchardt, Shanda Christianson, Caitlin Kreklau, Amanda
Coyle, Sandy Ritterman, Katie Johnson, Sarah Overby, Sophie
Myrvik, Beth Hansen, April Smith and Sean Rhinhart.

Church school lessons for October:

October 1/5 Daniel in the Lion’s Den
October 8/12 The Great Commission
October 15/19 No classes

October 22/26 Ten Lepers Healed
October 29/Nov 2 Grateful Centurion

Watch for updated announcements on our Facebook page: United
Lutheran, Langdon K-6th Youth. Updates will include student ac-
tivities, church school cancelations and weather-related delays.

Pre-K Church school

Some of our "littles" are at that curious age of asking questions
about Jesus. With the help of Sophie Myrvik, there is an opportuni-
ty for preschoolers, that year before
kindergarten, to attend Wednesday
School (5:15-6PM) or Sunday School
(9-9:45AM), offered up to three times a
month. If you have not registered your
child, please contact the church.
Upcoming dates for Pre-K in October
are 1/5, 8/12 and 22/26.
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September Memorials

Eugene Thom - David & Ardyce Hennager (building)

Richard Wahlstrom - David & Ardyce Hennager
(building)

Bryan Robinson - David & Ardyce Hennager (building)

Memorials may be mailed or dropped by the church office at
United Lutheran at any time.

Church Property Info

The last of the bills for the roof project have been paid
and there’s much to celebrate in the beauty of the new
roof! Unfortunately, there are still many other projects/
needs to be resolved with the parsonage and church
property. These other projects had been placed on hold
until our major roof project was complete.

The roof project cost was close to $154,000. Money
raised through donations, memorials, Harvest Sunday
Funds and endowment interest came to over $147,000. A
little over $6,800 was then pulled from our building fund
to pay the last bills. We thank you for your “Ridiculous
Generosity”!

Prayers of...

Healing

Carolyn Vik, Sheila Sanders, Linden Johnson, Duane Olson,
Chet Ottem, Jeannie Steinwand, Rena Overby and our broth-
ers and sisters in Haiti.

Grief

The family of Jim & Shannon Nuelle on the death of Shannon’s
father, Richard Wahlstrom.

Joy

Congratulations to Gracie Christianson and Devon Haugen on
their marriage September 27, here at United Lutheran!

We invite you to pray for those individuals listed. Please call the
church office if you have additions to our prayer list.

Bible Study For All

Bible Study will continue to be offered monthly, over the noon
hour. They will meet again on Tuesday, October 21; all are
welcome!

All Saints Sunday

With all Saints Sunday coming soon, we will remember all the
saints in Christ. The names of those who have died this past
year will be read during a candle lighting service on November
2. All will be invited to come forward and light a candle in
memory of a loved one if you wish.

Haiti School Supplies

As of printing the newsletter this Tuesday, 36 backpacks had
been purchased, exceeding our wish for 33 backpacks. Each
backpack costed approximately $30 to support a child from
Haiti with school supplies. A heartfelt thank you to the many
individuals/families that gave towards this fundraiser!

The two pictures above are the same area, west of the front
sidewalk. The left showing the years of improper water drainage
with mold from the former roof issues and the right looking
amazing after power washing the mold from the building. This
mold was located in several areas around the church building.

Pictured left is the front entrance with the new flooring.
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At-a-Glance and General Announcements

Thank You to:

All who contributed towards the United
Women’s Bake-less bake sale!

The individuals/families that stayed to
help achieve our service projects with
“God’s Work. Our Hands” on Sunday,
September 7.

Lisa Schuler and Kathie Johnson for
their special music during the offering
on September 21.

Shirley Robinson and Helen Johnson
for wonderfully decorating in and
around the church with the Fall sea-
son.

Our Youth for serving coffee and co-
coa prior to worship on September 28.

Worship Note

Contemporary Worship in the month
of October will be held on Sunday,
October 19 instead of the last Sunday.

Help with Worship

Assistance with the projection respon-
sibilities or running the cameras
(Ipads) for livestreaming on Sunday
mornings is an important part of our
worship. We are looking for a few
more individuals to help out in these
areas. Students can gain volunteer
hours through the middle & high
school! As an adult, this may satisfy
your desire in helping with worship
and being kind of behind the scenes! If
you may interested, please let us
know.

Special Music

As a congregation, we are so thankful
to all who are willing to share their
special talents throughout the year. If
you are a singer and/or instrumental-
ist, you are welcome to share your
talent. Spreading God’s word through
music is very touching. Lisa Schuler is
willing to be contacted if you need any
help with music selection or need an
accompanist.

United Quilters

Quilting has resumed meeting (9AM-
3PM), meeting regularly the second
Tuesday and Wednesday of each
month, through April. If you can cut, sew,
or tie, come and help fulfill their mission!
Quilts are made for baptisms, graduates,
care center residents and are sent to
people in need throughout our nation
and the world through Lutheran World
Relief. All materials, tools and machines
are provided,; little experience is re-
quired! Contact Elaine Haugen or Pam
Luhmann if you're interested in helping!

Grief Support Group

Second Monday of each month, Mon-
day, October 13, 7PM, United Lutheran
Church library. All are welcome and for
more information please contact Pastor
Jodi at 701-265-2409.

Crafting Weekend/October 17-18

Open to all in the community who enjoys
crafting while being with others! Bring
your scrapbook, paints/canvases, sewing,
crocheting, knitting, etc. to United Luther-
an. The group meets once a month
(Friday-Saturday). Bring in lunch or order
in. Free, just bring what you need to do
your project and a table will be set up for
you. For more information, contact Lisa
Schuler.

Senior Care Needed

Did you know we have seniors in our
community who need a little help with
basic needs around their home, including
housekeeping, laundry or helping sort
their mail? Contact social services, 256-
2175, and ask about home and communi-
ty services.

Volunteer to deliver "Meals on Wheels" in
our community. Call Senior Meals and
Services to learn more, 256-2828.

Blood Drive

Vitalant Blood Drive, sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus, Monday, October
13, 11-6PM at St. Alphonsus Parish Cen-
ter. Call Dar Podhradsky at 256-5602 or
877-258-4825 to sign up for a time to
give.

Helpful Information

Al-Anon - Thursdays,12PM, ULC,
providing support for relatives and
friends of alcoholics. Call 701-270-2254
with questions.

Alcoholics Anonymous - Langdon -
Wednesdays, 7PM, south wing of Lang-
don Prairie Health, Cavalier - Tuesdays,
8PM, Pembina County Memorial Hospi-
tal, Lakota - Thursdays, 7PM, Lakota

Mental health distress - Dial 988 for
support for anyone experiencing mental
health distress — whether that is
thoughts of suicide, mental health, sub-
stance use crisis, emotional distress and
even just worried about a loved one who
may need crisis support.

Fall Dinner/Suppers

Grafton Lutheran, this Sunday, October
5, 11AM-1:30PM. Turkey dinner with all
the trimmings, $15/plate. Dine in or
take out available.

St. Alphonsus, Sunday, October 12, 4-
7PM. Turkey & Ham with all the trim-
mings, dessert. Cake Walk 4PM. More
information located on the bulletin
board by Pastor Jodi’s office.

St. Olaf Lutheran Church, Lutefisk &
Meatball Supper, Sunday, October 19,
3-6:30PM. $25, children under 6 are
free. Located at 601 6th Street NE,
Devils Lake, ND.

Fall Vaccine Clinic

The new schedule for fall vaccines is
located on the bulletin board in the nar-
thex or you can contact Cavalier County
Health District at (701) 256-2402 for
more information.

Pastor Jodi’s Contact Information

pimyrvik@polarcomm.com
Cell phone number 701-265-2409
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Worship and Ministry - October Schedule

October 5 - Worship
Reader - Linda Olson
Ushers - Mitchell & Melissa Almen family
Communion Assts - Patricia Scott

& Sandy Ritterman family
Acolytes - Reid Overby & Asher Veer
Projectionist - Tyson Gemmill
Coffee - Dennis & Linda Balsdon

October 12 - Worship
Reader - Tara McFadden
Ushers - Scott & Tina LaPorte family
Communion Asst - Korbyn Rollness
Acolytes - Kyler Farris
& Ryann Farris
Projectionist - Sophie Myrvik
Coffee - Suzanne Sanders

October 19 - Contemporary Worship
Reader - Hans Reinhardt
Ushers - Ted & Linda Dahl
Acolytes - Brooke Gemmiill & Zoey Kreklau
Communion Assts - Patricia Scott

& Sandy Ritterman family
Projectionist - Logan Landsem
Coffee - Ted & Linda Dahl

October 26 - Worship

Reader - Confirmation Student

Ushers - Confirmation Students
Communion Assts - Confirmation Students
Acolytes - Oakley Koons & Brynlee Koons
Projectionist - Finley Crockett

Coffee - David & Jan Haslekaas
Confirmation Sunday

Thank you to Linda Olson for being out
communion prep individual for the month of October!




