
 

We are United to  

EXPERIENCE Jesus,  

SERVE others and  

LIVE the Word! 

 

We live out this mis-

sion statement with 

our core values of  

Joyful Worship,  

Authentic Community,  

Faithful Witness and  

Ridiculous Generosity. 

 

United Lutheran Church 

is a congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America. 

God’s work. 

Our hands. 
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Encouragement 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

“Therefore encourage one another and build each  

other up, just as in fact you are doing,” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). 

As the apostle Paul wrote this verse to people in the Thessalonian churches, he understood 

they were facing many challenges in their lives and knew they needed to be reminded of 

God’s love for them. Therefore, Paul didn’t just teach them the truth; he told them to encour-

age one another with it. He also wrote... "just as in fact you are doing,” to let them know that 

he saw and appreciated the efforts they were already making.   

I think we all can agree that life is hard at times. We all face numerous and sometimes very 

difficult challenges, but we are not meant to go through our challenges alone. God has given 

us a powerful gift... each other. God calls us to encourage one another. Which means, we are 

to give each other courage through kind words and actions. It may sound simple, but encour-

agement really matters. It reflects God’s love for people. Throughout the Bible, God shows his 

love for people through encouragement. When we encourage other people, we’re showing 

them God’s love in action. 

Encouragement is powerful! Encouragement can change people’s paths through life for the 

better by pointing them to the hope God offers. It can give them the faith to believe they matter 

and/or the strength to face something that’s especially challenging for them. It also draws peo-

ple closer together. When we encourage others, we’re building relationships by creating trust 

and showing that we care. Encouragement is also powerful because it multiplies. The more 

we encourage people, the more they can pass it on by encouraging other people they know. 

Encouragement spreads like light, brightening the lives of everyone who experiences it. It is a 

powerful way for us to bring light into the darkness of this world wherever we are... at home, 

school, work, church or out in the community. 

Think of people in your life right now. Who’s struggling with something? Who’s especially 

stressed or lonely? Who might need someone to tell them: “I see you and I believe in you”? 

Your encouragement could be the reason someone doesn’t give up today. 

You need encouragement too. So, don’t hesitate to let your trusted friends know when you 

could use encouragement about anything you’re facing right now. Ask them to pray for you 

and help you with what you need.  

God has designed us to support and strengthen each other. When we encourage one anoth-

er, our faith can grow stronger because we’re helping each other find hope through God. 

God’s love flows through our lives to meet all of our needs when we encourage each other. 

So, let's do our best to find ways to encourage one another, just as you are doing! 

In Christ's Love and Peace, 

 

Pastor Jodi 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-thessalonians/5-11.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/crosswalk-devo/intentional-kindness-the-crosswalk-devotional.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/is-love-just-an-emotion-or-is-it-more.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/slideshows/reminders-about-light-when-you-feel-surrounded-by-darkness.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/slideshows/reminders-about-light-when-you-feel-surrounded-by-darkness.html


Page 2    Uni ted Monthly  Volume 15,  I ssue  9  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 

2PM Wheatland  

Bible Study 
 

4 

12PM Al-Anon 

2PM Maple  

Manor Worship 

5 6 

7 

10AM Worship 

God’s Work. Our 

Hand’s Sunday 

8 

5PM P.E.O. 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

9AM-3PM Quilting 

5PM Esther Circle 

10 

9AM-3PM Quilting 

11 

12PM Al-Anon 

12 13 

14 

10AM Worship 

15 

6PM Church 

Council  

meeting 

7PM Grief 

Support 

16 

12PM Bible Study 

for All 

17 

2PM Rachel Circle 

4:45PM Acolyte 

Training 

5:15PM Wednesday 

school 

Parent/Student  

Confirmation  

meetings   

6PM 7-9 Grade 

6:30PM -10 Grade 

18 

12PM Al-Anon 

19 

Crafting  

Weekend 

20 

Crafting  

Weekend 

21 

9AM Sunday school 

9AM Pre-K Sunday 

school 

10AM Worship 

Backpack Blessing 

11AM Acolyte Training 

22 23 

5:30-7PM  

Community Suicide 

Prevention Training 

at ULC 

24 

5:15PM Wednesday 

school 

6:30 PM Confirmation 

@ the Roxy Theater 

Movie - “Suicide: 

Ripple Effect” 

25 

12PM Al-Anon 

26 

5PM Wedding 

Rehearsal 

27 

Marriage of  

Devon Haugen  

& Gracie  

Christianson  

28 

9:30AM Coffee/Cocoa  

served by our Youth 

10AM Contemporary 

Worship 

29 30     

September 2025 

 

Pastor Jodi at Fall Theological Conference 
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ULC Leadership 2025 

Financial Update  07-31-25 

President             Steve Hart 

Vice President            Zach Jacobson 

Secretary                Linda Timian 

Financial Secretary             Julie Johnson 

Committee Council Representatives 

Education                Kim Hart 

Endowment              Kyle Rollness  

Hospitality        Andrea Jacobson 

Property            Sara Goodman 

Stewardship     Katie Henry 

 

Non-voting Representative 

Pastor                              Jodi Myrvik  

July Offering                    $13,898.24 

 

          Year-to-Date              Budget YTD 

Offering Income                 $113,412.44         $113,986.25 

 

     Current Year             Last Year 

Total Income thru July   $116,518.93         $106,999.00 

Total Expenses thru July    $119,085.93         $112,641.92 

As of September 3, our Endowment Fund balance was $138,723.49. If 

you would like to make a contribution to the Endowment Fund, please 

make checks payable to “Thrivent Charitable Impact & Investing” (which 

manages our endowment fund). Interest accrued yearly from this En-

dowment fund has been used at the end of each year to give back to 

needs within our community or special projects within the church.  

 

Julie shared the Compensation review team will 

be meeting soon to discuss the 2026 compensa-

tion package for Pastor Jodi. Total cost of the 

roof project came to $153,697. The last few bills 

were paid from the building fund as all the funds 

raised for the roof project were depleted.  

Pastor Jodi has been working on the acolyte 

schedules and preparing for Confirmation. She 

will be attending the Fall Theological Conference 

the beginning of September. Monthly Adult Bible 

Study and Grief Support Groups have had good 

attendance for summer. PRBC and Red Willow 

ministries have announced they will not continue 

shared leadership. The clavinova in the balcony 

needs to be replaced. Cost is between $9,000-

$10,000.  

Kyle reported the current balance of the endow-

ment fund to be $137,976.33. With leaving the 

principal value in the account, he will look in to 

drawing the interest accrued to place in the 

building fund to be used for future building/

mission projects.  

Sara from Property spoke about the much need-

ed other updates (between the church and par-

sonage) that have been placed on hold until the 

major roof project was complete. The church 

parking lot is high on the need list.  

Stewardship reported that 65 items were donat-

ed for the back-to-school hygiene project. God’ 

Work, Our Hand’s Sunday is coming soon on 

September 7.  

 

 

Council minutes and treasurer’s report are posted 

monthly on the bulletin board in the hall across from the 

church kitchen.   

Council Notes 08-18-25 Mtg 

Faith & Care #2 
Leader - Carol Hart 

Kari Agotness 

David & Teri Bodnar 

Arvid & Sandy Boe 

Loren Christianson 

Welton Cochrane 

Rick & Carolyn Crockett 

Ben Crockett 

Daniel Crockett 

Tara Domres 

Margaret Downs 

Orris Gjesdal 

Bernie Goodman 

Dean & Connie Hakanson 

Travis & Megan Hakanson 

Beth Hansen 

Seth Hansen 

Brandon Hart 

Lawrence & Katie Henry 

Kyle & Tiffany Hetletved 

Wayne & Missy Hiltner 

Dylan Johnson, Sr. 

John & Kathie Johnson 

Kim Kalis 

Ramona Kalis 

Bob & Nadine Kempert 

Brennan Kitchen 

Nathan Kitchin 

Jim & Connie Kjos 

Charlie Klein 

Kathy Kram 

Caitlin Kreklau 

Kevin & Teri Lill 

Robert & Lillian Lowery 

JoAnn Mueller 

Paul & Jodi Myrvik 

Grant & Betty Nelson 

Karen Pederson 

Ethan Peterson 

Paul Peterson 

Shane & Janelle Peterson 

Stephen Ridley 

Ron & Doris Ridley 

PJ Rime 

Darrin & Becca Romfo 

Troy & Rachelle Romfo 

Bill Roy 

Randy & Kim Rude 

Angie Sanders 

Brandon & April Smith 

Gordon & Sharon Sondeland 

Carl & Rebecca Tollefson 

Landan Tollefson 

Carolyn Vik 

Dallas Witzel & Bobbi Sue Hayes 

Consistent Giving 

 

Your offerings help meet our yearly ongoing budgeted expenses.  

Whether you are present in worship or watching from home, we  

appreciate your consistent giving. Convenient ways to provide your 

offerings are through the mail, dropping it by the church, setting up  

recurring bill pay through your bank or using the online Tithe.ly app 

(search for Langdon United Lutheran). Your support is much appreciated! 
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In recent years, society has become more open and receptive to discussions and 
conversations on suicide. However, there is still a stigma surrounding suicide and 
with suicide rates continuing to increase, it means we have a long way to go. Sui-
cide is one of the fastest-growing epidemics around the world... approximately 
44,000 people in the U.S. alone commit suicide each year. There are an average of 
123 suicides each day in this country. Suicide is the tenth leading cause of death in 
America... second leading for ages 25-34 and third leading for ages 15-24. In order 
to create awareness and strengthen the fight against suicide, the entire month of 
September is Suicide Prevention Month. Here are some ways to observe suicide 
prevention month: 
. 
Spread the message - Throughout Suicide Prevention Month, it’s extremely im-
portant to spread awareness, take time to reach out to those in need and help peo-
ple understand the severity of this cause. 
 
Ask direct questions - Even though it's hard, ask a person directly if they’re think-
ing about suicide. 
 
Record a supportive video - This is an easy option that doesn’t cost money or 
time, so anyone can do it. Simply record a 15-30 second video promising your 
friends to listen to anything they need to say. Then, use the hashtags 
#suicideispreventable #988 #LETITOUT. 
 
Listen to their answers - People with suicidal thoughts often feel alone, so be sure 
to let them know that you care deeply about what they have to say. 
 
Do a safety check - If you're concerned for their well-being, try removing anything 
they could use to harm themselves, such as alcohol, drugs, medications, weapons 
and even access to a car. 
 
Don't keep this a secret - Let them know you’ll help come up with a plan that in-
volves telling a professional who can utilize the many services and resources availa-
ble to help. 
 
Ensure they seek professional help - Unless you work in the mental health indus-
try, it's important to suggest they seek additional help from other people, such as a 
doctor, counselor, psychologist or social worker. 

September is Suicide Prevention Month 

Mission Haiti submitted by Janet Jacobson 
We did it! We and our partners at St. Andrew Lutheran through Seeds of Support made a 

difference! Since the beginning of 2025 our friend Kerlange, Armstrong and their team 

have twice fed and provided water for more than 400 displaced children, parents and 

grandparents living in a local church. Last week’s food distribution included peanut butter 

sandwiches for the smallest refugees as well as water charcoal and food for several days 

for everyone.  

Our friend and translator, Joseph, in Port-au-Prince has organized several day camps for 

kids during the school break. His camps include crafts, Bible stories and a light lunch. This 

lunch is often the kids only meal for the day. Joseph organizes the camps on his own with  

help from friends and donations to Seeds of Support. 

In Pasquette, our friend and church council president of Redemption Lutheran Church, Julian, is, 

with our help, providing local children with school supplies and backpacks. They hope we can 

help them with their annual Christmas party and food distribution for church and community 

members. 

Thank you from our neighbors in Haiti! When I am overwhelmed and discouraged, Kerlange re-

minds me that we can never help everyone, but we can help some. You have made a difference 

and given hope to some. Please keep Haiti and our friends there in your prayers.  

(Pictured right - Kerlange next to Armstrong with other team members who work hard gathering food and supplies and delivering them 

to the shelter. Children patiently waiting for their peanut butter sandwiches.) 

The Ripple Effect 
“Suicide: The Ripple Effect” is a docu-

mentary that highlights the journey of 

Kevin Hines, who at age 19, attempted 

to take his life by jumping from the Gold-

en Gate Bridge. The film chronicles 

Kevin’s personal journey and the ripple 

effect it has had in bringing hope and 

healing to others through increased 

public awareness. 

 

The Ministerial Association is planning 

this community movie night for Wednes-

day, September 24, 6:30-8:30PM. They 

are hoping that many of the youth, 7-12 

grade will be able to attend. The movie 

will be shown at the Roxy with a panel 

discussion following the movie. This 

documentary is open to all in the com-

munity.  

https://wisevoter.com/state-rankings/suicide-rates-by-state/
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Acolyte Training 

Church school will begin on Wednesday, September 17 at 

5:15PM and Sunday, September 21 at 9AM. Students en-

tering kindergarten or new students to the area, please con-

tact Pam Krivarchka at 799-3154 or Katie Johnson at 305-

0331. You can also contact the church office with this infor-

mation. If you are willing to teach, substitute teach or would 

like to help in any way, please contact Pam or Katie.  

Church School lessons for September are: 

September 17/21 - David & Goliath 

September 24/28 - Elijah and the Widow 

As always, we will post announcements and other news on 

our United Lutheran K-6th Grade Youth Facebook page. 

Don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions. We 

look forward to seeing you at United Lutheran! 

Church School 
Confirmation classes are just around the corner! A parent/

student informational meeting is planned for Wednesday, 

September 17 at 6PM for the 7-9 Grade students and 

6:30PM for the 10th Grade students.  

 

Confirmation classes for 7-9 Graders will meet most Wednes-

days, starting September 24. 

September 17 - Parent/Student meeting 

September 24 - 6:30PM Confirmation at the Roxy Theater, 

documentary showing “Suicide: The Ripple Effect” 

 

As always, we will post announcements and other news on 

our United Lutheran Church Youth Ministry page. Don’t hesi-

tate to reach out if you have any questions. We look forward 

to seeing you! 

Confirmation 

Maple Manor Care Center Carnival 
An unforgettable day, on August 14 filled with fun, laughter and excitement at the Maple 

Manor Carnival Bash! So many of our members (young and old) were able to enjoy the af-

ternoon. For the first year, 16 of our youth were able to help bring this event to life! Thank 

you to all the youth and parents who volunteered at the Maple Manor Carnival! 

The acolyte role for 4-6th Graders is a role that 

nurtures the understanding of the blessings of wor-

ship and serving God and others. There will be two 

training sessions of 30 minutes and one must be 

attended by anyone who is new to acolyting and is 

optional for those who might like a refresher. Train-

ing sessions are Wednesday, September 17 at 

4:45PM or 11AM on Sunday, September 21 

(following worship). 

On Sunday, September 21, during the 

worship service, we will have a 

“Backpack Blessing” for all students, 

paraprofessionals, teachers, counselors, 

administrative staff, lunch ladies and bus 

drivers. We will pray over the students 

and teachers and ask for God’s blessing 

on their school year! 

Backpack Blessing 
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Healing 

Carolyn Vik, Sheila Sanders, Linden Johnson, Duane Olson 

and our brothers and sisters in Haiti.   

Grief 

The family of Shirley Robinson on the death of her son, Bryan. 

 

The family of Willie & Jackie Thom on the death of Willie’s 

brother, Gene Thom. 

Joy 

Jonathon and Brenna Skjervheim on the baptism of their son, 

Oliver Lee on August 17. (Pictured left) 

Grant and Betty Nelson 

with celebrating their 70th 

Wedding Anniversary on 

August 21. (Pictured right) 

Jaymee Reidhammer and 

Kaden Harms on the birth 

of their new daughter,  

Renesmee Jayne.  

 

Landin & Brynn Johnson 

on the birth of their new 

daughter, Camryn Alexis.  

Kylee Moline and Chase 

Rohde on their recent  

marriage.  

Nic and Kami Kay Roy on 

the birth of their new 

daughter, Bria Kay. 

 
We invite you to pray for those individuals listed. Please call the 

church office if you have additions to our prayer list. 

Prayers of... 
Don Hart - Lawrence & Susan Fay Crockett (general) 

 

Memorials may be mailed or dropped by the church office at 

United Lutheran at any time. 

August Memorials 

Bible Study will continue to be offered monthly, over the 

noon hour. They will meet again on Tuesday, Septem-

ber 16; all are welcome!  

Bible Study For All 

God’s Work, Our Hands 

This Sunday, September 7 is “GWOH” Sunday in which we will be 

doing mission work as a congregation. Our mission work projects 

are: 

 Window cleaning at Wheatland Estates (If interested in this 

project, please bring your own window cleaning supplies). 

 Assembling teacher/ancillary staff appreciation bags for the 

Langdon Elementary School this year and then the high school 

next year.  

There will be a quick pizza lunch prior to starting our projects. Feel 

free to wear your comfy clothes and thank you for your considera-

tion to lend a hand in these service projects!  

It costs approximately 

$30 to support a child 

from Haiti with school 

supplies. If you would 

like to sponsor one of 

our Haitian friends, 

please make a 

donation to the church 

designated “Haiti School  

Support”. Our goal is to  

sponsor 30 children.   

Haiti School Supplies 



school! As an adult, this may satisfy your 

desire in helping with worship and being 

kind of behind the scenes! If you may be 

interested, please let us know. 

Coffee and Cocoa 

The Youth will be serving coffee and co-

coa prior to worship on September 28. 

They have cups available or bring your 

own to have filled! 

Grief Support 

Grief Support will meet on Monday, Sep-

tember 15 in the church library at 7PM. 

Come if you are in need of support!  

Crafting Weekend 

Open to all in the community who enjoys 

crafting while being with others! Bring 

your scrapbook, paints/canvases, sewing, 

crocheting, knitting, etc. to United Luther-

an. The group meets once a month 

(Friday-Saturday). Bring in lunch or order 

in. Free, just bring what you need to do 

your project and a table will be set up for 

you. For more information, contact Lisa 

Schuler. They will begin meeting Septem-

ber 19-20. 

Fall Cancer Rummage Sale 

Tuesday, September 16 through Satur-

day, September 20 at the Langdon Amer-

ican Legion Downtown building. Volun-

teers are welcome. More information 

posted on the bulletin board in the nar-

thex. Cavalier County Cancer Crusaders 

are a non-profit group. All funds earned 

are kept locally to support cancer pa-

tients. 

Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner 

PRBC Annual Lutefisk and Meatball Din-

ner, September 28, 11AM-2PM. The 

camp is looking for 5-10 adult and stu-

dent volunteers from each church in serv-

ing, dishwashing, potato people and 

lutefisk helpers. This is a great option for 

students to earn volunteer hours too! 

Fall Vaccine Clinic 

The new schedule for fall vaccines is lo-

cated on the bulletin board in the narthex 

or you can contact Cavalier County 

Health District at (701) 256-2402 for more 

information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visitation  

If you know of individuals that might be 

homebound or should be added to our 

visitation list, please share with the 

church office or write on the “tear-off” 

section of the bulletin and place in the 

offering plate. Also, if you’d like to be part 

of this committee, please reach out to 

Pastor Jodi. 

 

 

Senior Care Needed 

Did you know we have seniors in our 

community who need a little help with 

basic needs around their home, including 

housekeeping, laundry or helping sort 

their mail? Contact social services, 256-

2175, and ask about home and communi-

ty services. 

Volunteer to deliver "Meals on Wheels" in 

our community. Call Senior Meals and 

Services to learn more, 256-2828. 

 

 

.Assistance 

While attending worship, there are large 

print bulletins available and in-ear hearing 

devices from our ushers. We have a 

wheelchair available for anyone needing 

transfer assistance, located in the nar-

thex.   

Thank You to: 

Thank you to Sean Rhinhart for leading 

us in worship on August 3.  

The many individuals for the generous 

donations given towards the School 

Hygiene Project through Social Ser-

vices and the Food Pantry. There were 

65 items donated! 

Sara Goodman, Dale & Pam Luhmann 

for painting the cement boards around 

the church building to match our new 

roof/shakes. Also, to Sara for power 

washing the mold off the building from 

so many years of drainage issues. 

Dan and Peggy Fischer for donating 

the new flooring in the front entrance of 

the church along with the labor to have 

it installed. 

Those that have contributed to the 

United Women’s Bake-less bake sale. 

Dale Luhmann and Daryl Timian for 

trimming the trees around the church 

property and hauling the branches 

away. 

Quilters Resume Mission Work 

Quilters will resume meeting and sew-

ing on Tuesday/Wednesday Septem-

ber 9 & 10, 9AM-3PM. They meet reg-

ularly the second Tuesday and 

Wednesday of each month, through 

April. If you can cut, sew, or tie, come 

and help fulfill their mission! Quilts are 

made for baptisms, graduates, care 

center residents and are sent to people 

in need throughout our nation and the 

world through Lutheran World Relief. 

All materials, tools and machines are 

provided; little experience is required! 

Contact Pam Luhmann or Elaine 

Haugen with any questions. 

Help with Worship 

Assistance with the projection respon-

sibilities or running the cameras (Ipads) 

for livestreaming on Sunday mornings 

is an important part of our congrega-

tional worship. We are looking for a few 

more individuals to help out in these 

areas. Students can gain volunteer 

hours through the middle & high  

Helpful Information 

Al-Anon - Thursdays,12PM, ULC, 

providing support for relatives and 

friends of alcoholics. Call 701-270-2254 

with questions. 

Alcoholics Anonymous - Langdon - 

Wednesdays, 7PM, south wing of Lang-

don Prairie Health, Cavalier - Tuesdays, 

8PM, Pembina County Memorial Hospi-

tal, Lakota - Thursdays, 7PM, Lakota 

Mental health distress - Dial 988 for 

support for anyone experiencing mental 

health distress – whether that is 

thoughts of suicide, mental health, sub-

stance use crisis, emotional distress and 

even just worried about a loved one who 

may need crisis support. 

Suicide Prevention Training 

September is Suicide Prevention month. 

A training session to alert individuals of 

the signs that people often signal before 

attempting suicide. Presented by the 

NDSU Extension - Cavalier County, lo-

cation United Lutheran Church, Tues-

day, September 23, 5:30-7PM. Open to 

the community. Registration required by 

calling 256-2560 or online at forms.gle/

KX33qsgBR517MXBA6, deadline Sep-

tember 18.  

Healthy Living for Brain/Body 

Hosted by NDSU Extension and ND 

Health & Human Services with weekly 

webinars on Thursdays, beginning Sep-

tember 25 through November 13. As we 

age, we may not be as active as we 

used to be. Maybe we have put on a few 

extra pounds, or we’ve developed health 

issues such as high blood pressure or 

diabetes. Making a few changes can 

reduce our risk for developing Alzhei-

mer's or another dementia. The Nourish 

program provides adults with infor-

mation and strategies about nutrition 

free of charge. You will learn how to eat 

more nutritiously and be more physically 

active to promote health and well-being.  
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Pastor Jodi’s Contact Information 
 

pjmyrvik@polarcomm.com 

Cell phone number 701-265-2409 
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Worship and Ministry - September Schedule 
 

September 7- Worship  

Reader - Katie Henry 

Ushers - Orris Gjesdal & John Johnson 

Communion Assts - PJ Rime, Katie Henry 

 & Carol Hart 

Projectionist - Sophie Myrvik 

God’s Work. Our Hand’s Sunday 

September 14 - Worship 

Reader - JoAnn Mueller 

Ushers - Dallas Witzel/Bobbie Sue Hayes Family 

Communion Asst - Maci Witzel 

Acolytes - Raelynn Christianson  

 & Kalleigh Rollness 

Projectionist - Korbyn Rollness 

Coffee - Rick & Carolyn Crockett 

September 21 - Worship 

Reader - Welton Cochrane 

Ushers - Dean & Connie Hakanson 

Acolytes - Breck Krivarchka & Madden Mikkelsen 

Communion Assts - Welton Cochrane, Kathy Kram 

 & JoAnn Mueller 

Projectionist - Tyson Gemmill 

Coffee - Bob & Nadine Kempert 

September 28 - Contemporary Worship 

Reader - Becky Tollefson 

Ushers - Karen Pederson & Carol Hart 

Communion Asst - Hailee Hakanson 

Acolytes - Lavin Johnson & Colbie Johnson 

Projectionist - Christian Tollefson 

Coffee - Arvid & Sandy Boe 

 

Thank you to Karen Boe for being out  

communion prep individual for the month of September! 


